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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

Brief historical 
summary

L i k e  t h e  o t h e r  s m a l l  g a m e  b i r d s  a n d  g r o u n d  g a m e  h u n t i n g 

d o g s  o f  t h e  7 t h  a n d  8 t h  g r o u p s ,  t h e  F r e n c h  P o i n t i n g  d o g  i s 

t h e  d i s t a n t  s u c c e s s o r  o f  t h e  d o g s  u s e d  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  A g e s  a s 

a u x i l i a r i e s  i n  f a l c o n r y  a n d  t o  c a p t u r e  b i r d s  w i t h  n e t s .  L i k e 

o t h e r  F r e n c h  g u n d o g s ,  t h e  b r a c c o i d  d o g s  w e r e  i n  c o m p e t i t i o n 

f r o m  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  b y  i m p o r t e d  E n g l i s h  b r e e d s .  T h e  m o d e r n 

s t o c k  i s  a  l i g h t e r  v e r s i o n  o f  a n  a n c e s t r a l  l a r g e - s i z e d  m o d e l  t h a t 

u s e d  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  r e g i o n s  a n d  w h i c h  h a s  s u r v i v e d 

m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t ,  c o m e  i n  t w o  s i z e d  k n o w n 

a s  “ G a s c o g n e  t y p e ”  a n d  “ P y r e n é e s  t y p e  “.  L o n g  r e n o w n e d 

f o r  i t s  d o c i l i t y  a n d  t r a i n a b i l i t y ,  t h e  F r e n c h  P o i n t i n g  d o g  i s  a 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  v e r s a t i l e  p o i n t i n g  d o g .
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

•  P o i n t i n g  d o g  o f  m e d i u m  p r o p o r t i o n s  w i t h 

«  B r a q u e  »  t y p e ,  p o w e r f u l  b u t  w i t h o u t  e x c e s s i v e 

h e a v i n e s s ,  r o b u s t  w i t h  s t r o n g  b o n e  s t r u c t u r e

•  T h e  s k i n  i s  s u p p l e ,  q u i t e  l o o s e .

GENERAL APPEARENCE
GASCOGNE TYPE

A.  F ranchi  :  «  the  hyper type being a  fau l t ,  fo r  the  Gascogne 
the sk in  lax i ty  must  remain  very  moderate ,  in  par t icu lar  a t 
the  l ips ,  the  eyel ids ,  wh ich must  not  show the conjunct iva, 

and the ears ,  wh ich must  not  be too long.  Care must  be 
taken to  th i s :  a  type being c lose to  a  scenthound has  h i s 
aes thet ics ,  and we see them somet imes ,  but  i t  does  not 

comply  wi th  the s tandard.  »
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F r e n c h  p o i n t i n g  d o g  -  G a s c o g n e  t y p e
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

PROPORTIONS
•  L e n g t h  o f  m u z z l e  s o m e w h a t  s h o r t e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  s k u l l .
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B r a q u e  F r a n ç a i s  t y p e  G a s c o g n e
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

HEAD
•  Q u i t e  i m p o r t a n t  b u t  n o t  t o o  h e a v y

A.  F ranchi  :  the  head shou ld  be rectangular .

•  I n  p r o f i l e ,  t h e  l i n e s  o f  t h e  s k u l l  a n d  t h e  m u z z l e  a r e  s l i g h t l y  d i v e r g e n t .
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A.  F ranchi  :  i t  would  be more accurate  to  say that 
the  l ines  are  ne i ther  convergent  nor  d ivergent ; 

they are  para l le l .  Bu t  there  i s  a  v i sua l  d ivergence 
e f fect ,  due to  the s l ight  depress ion  located jus t 

a f te r  the  t ip  o f  the  nasa l  bone.  I t ’ s  the  same wi th 
the Set te r ,  fo r  example. 

B r a q u e  F r a n ç a i s  t y p e  G a s c o g n e
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

CRANIAL REGION

•  S k u l l :  a l m o s t  f l a t  o r  v e r y  s l i g h t l y  r o u n d e d ; 

         s h o w s  a  m e d i u m  f u r r o w  o n l y  l i g h t l y  m a r k e d . 

•  T h e  o c c i p i t a l  p r o t u b e r a n c e  i s  b a r e l y  p r o m i n e n t . 

•  S t o p :  n e i t h e r  s h a l l o w  n o r  a c c e n t u a t e d . 

FACIAL REGION

•  N o s e :  b r o a d ,  b r o w n  i n  c o l o u r. 

•  B r o a d  a n d  r e c t a n g u l a r,  s o m e t i m e s  a  l i t t l e  c o n v e x .

•  L i p s :  p e n d e n t .
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A.  F ranchi  :  the  upper  l ip ,  w i thout  be ing 
s ign i f icant ly  drooping,  mus t  cover  the lower  l ip 

wel l . 

•  J a w s / Te e t h :  p i n c e r  b i t e  i s  t o l e r a t e d 

•  E y e s :  w e l l  s e t  i n t o  t h e  e y e  s o c k e t ,  c h e s t n u t  b r o w n  o r  d a r k  y e l l o w .    

         T h e  e x p r e s s i o n  i s  f r a n k . 

•  E a r s :  O f  m e d i u m  l e n g t h ,  s e t  a t  e y e  l e v e l ,  n o t  t o o  b r o a d  a t  t h e i r  s e t 

o n ,  s l i g h t l y  f o l d e d  a n d  r o u n d e d  a t  t h e i r  t i p .  T h e  t i p  o f  t h e  l e a t h e r s  m u s t 

r e a c h  t h e  r e a r  r i m  o f  t h e  n o s e  l e a t h e r.

A.  F ranchi  :  ra ther  than dark  ye l low,  l igh t  haze lnut 
i s  a  denominat ive  that  would  seem more su i tab le . 
As  fo r  the  gaze,  i t  i s  a f fect ionate ,  good-natured; 

i t  doesn’ t  have that  author i ta r ian  s ide that 
emanates  f rom that  o f  the  German Shor t -ha i red 

Po in t ing dog or  the  Po in ter .

A .  F ranchi  :  the  ears  a re  shor te r  than in  the I ta l ian 
Po in t ing dog,  fo r  example,  wh ich there fore  comes 

c lose to  the scenthound.
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

NECK
•  O f  g o o d  l e n g t h ,  s l i g h t l y  a r c h e d  i n  i t s  u p p e r  p a r t ,  a l w a y s  w i t h  a  s l i g h t  

         d e w l a p .

•  B a c k :  b r o a d ,  s t r a i g h t ,  s o m e t i m e s  a  b i t  l o n g  b u t  a l w a y s  w e l l  s u s t a i n e d .
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A.  F ranchi  :  the  dewlap shou ld  be re la t ive ly 
pronounced,  th i s  i s  typ ica l  o f  the  var ie ty .

A.  F ranchi  :  v i sua l ly ,  there  may be a  s l ight 
b reak at  the  leve l  o f  the  11 th  ver tebra,  l ike 

o ther  dogs ,  wh ich i s  obv ious ly  not  the  same as 
a  saddle  back.

• Loin: short, muscled, slightly arched.

• Croup: slightly oblique in relation to the topline.

• Chest: broad seen from the front, long in profile, reaching to the level of the elbow; the ribs are rounded  

               without exaggeration.

A.  F ranchi  :  the  ches t  mus t  imperat ive ly  reach the 
e lbow,  o therwise  i t  would  lack ampl i tude.

• Belly : only slightly tucked up.

BODY
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

TAIL
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•  G e n e r a l l y  d o c k e d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  l o n g  t a i l ,  i f  w e l l  c a r r i e d ,  i s  n o t  a 

f a u l t ,  n o  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  n a t u r a l l y  s h o r t  t a i l .

A.  F ranchi  :  The ta i l  head shou ld  not  be low,  so  as 
not  to  break the harmony. 

To  reduce the r i sk  o f  in ju ry ,  the  ta i l  may be 
shor tened to  a  th i rd ,  no more;  i t  mus t  be able  to 

cover  the geni ta l s  o f  both  male  and female . 

Bu t  there  i s  no  obl igat ion .  The wel l  car r ied long 
ta i l ,  i t  i s  a  ta i l  in  the  extens ion  o f  the  back l ine .
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

LIMBS
FOREQUARTERS

•  V e r t i c a l ,  s t r a i g h t  a n d  m u s c u l a r.

•  S h o u l d e r s :  v e r y  m u s c u l a r  a n d  m o d e r a t e l y  o b l i q u e .

•  U p p e r  a r m :  s t r o n g  a n d  w e l l  m u s c l e d .

•  F e e t :  t o e s  a r e  t i g h t  a n d  w e l l  a r c h e d .

HINDQUARTERS

•  R e a l l y  v e r t i c a l  a n d  s t r a i g h t .

•  T h i g h s :  F l e s h y ,  m u s c u l a r.

•  H o c k s :  m o d e r a t e l y  a n g u l a t e d .

•  F e e t :  c o m p a c t ,  a l m o s t  r o u n d .       
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C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

HAIR
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•  R a t h e r  t h i c k  a n d  w e l l  f u r n i s h e d ;  f i n e r  o n  t h e  h e a d  a n d  e a r s .

A.  F ranchi  :  th i s  fa i r ly  th ick ,  rus t ic  ha i r ,  typ ica l 
o f  the  Gascogne,  we appreciate  i t  to  the touch: 
i t  i s  a  shor t  ha i r ,  but  wh ich wi thout  be ing harsh , 
i s  very  dense,  much more than in  the Po in ter  fo r 
example.  We somet imes  see subjects  w i th  very 

smooth  shor t  ha i r ;  th i s  i s  a  fau l t .

•  C o l o u r :  c h e s t n u t  b r o w n ;  c h e s t n u t  b r o w n  a n d  w h i t e ;  c h e s t n u t  b r o w n 

a n d  w h i t e  s t r o n g l y  s p e c k l e d ;  C h e s t n u t  b r o w n  m a r k e d  w i t h  t a n  ( a b o v e  t h e 

e y e s ,  a t  t h e  l i p s  a n d  o n  t h e  l e g s ) .

A.  F ranchi  :  the  tan mark ings  o f  cer ta in  subjects , 
pers i s tence o f  an  o ld  b loodl ine,  mus t  be very 

d i screet ;  a  rea l ly  t r ico lor  coat  i s  a  defect . 
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

HEIGHT
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•  M a l e  :  5 8  t o  6 9  c m .  F e m a l e :  5 6  t o  6 8  c m .

•  P r e f e r r e d  s i z e d  :  6 1  à  6 3  c m .

A.  F ranchi  :  the  CBF  reques ted that  the  min imum author i zed s i ze  be rev iewed,  w i th  60  cm for  males ,  58  cm for 
females .  The fact  that  the  min imum s i ze  o f  a  Gascogne i s  equal  to  the maximum s i ze  o f  a  Pyrenean does  indeed 

seem undes i rab le :  the  Gascogne must  be by def in i t ion  ta l le r . 

A t  the  o ther  end o f  the  scale ,  the  maximum should  not  be exceeded;  subjects  a t  71  cm,  as  we have seen,  th i s  i s 
not  compl iant .  The ideal  s lo t  o f  61  to  63  cm remains  a  re levant  c r i te r ion :  i t  i s  bet te r ,  fo r  the  major i ty  o f  the  s tock, 

not  to  touch the l imi t s .   »
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

FAULTS : 
SOME IMPORTANT POINTS

DISQUALIFYING FAULTS
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•  D o g  t o o  h e a v y  o r  t o o  l i g h t .

•  L i p s  t o o  t h i c k  o r  n o t  l e t  d o w n  e n o u g h . 

•  L e a t h e r s  f l a t  a n d  t o o  s h o r t ,  o r  t o o  c u r l e d . 

•  B e l l y  t o o  t u c k e d  u p  ( w h i p p e t y )

•  A g r e s s i v e  o r  o v e r l y  s h y .

•  S k u l l / m u z z l e  l i n e s  c o n v e r g i n g  o r  t o o  d i v e r g e n t . 

•  S p l i t  n o s e ,  p r o n o u n c e d  d e p i g m e n t a t i o n .

A.  F ranchi  :  i f  a  dog lacks  subs tance,  i t  may have 
a  deep ches t  but  a  be l ly  that  tucks  up l ike  that  o f 

a  s ighthound;  i t  i s  not  compl iant . 

A .  F ranchi  :  the  excess  o f  depigmentat ion  on the 
nose i s  p roh ib i ted,  but  not  i f  i t  i s  jus t  a  l ight  spot .

•  O v e r -  o r  u n d e r s h o t  m o u t h . 

•  E n t r o p i o n ,  e c t r o p i o n ,  p i n k  s p o t s  o n  t h e  e y e l i d s . 

•  A b s e n c e  o f  t a i l .

A.  F ranchi  :  the  absence o f  ta i l  i s  a  ra re  fau l t  in  the 
Gascogne.
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

GENERAL APPEARENCE
PYRENEAN TYPE
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B r a q u e  F r a n ç a i s  t y p e  P y r é n é e s

T h e  s m a l l  s i z e  F r e n c h  P o i n t i n g  D o g s  «  P y r e n e a n  t y p e  »  s h o w ,  w h i l e  k e e p i n g 

a l l  p r o p o r t i o n s ,  w i t h  m o r e  r e d u c e d  d i m e n s i o n s  a n d  l i g h t e r  s h a p e s ,  t h e 

s a m e  g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  t h o s e  o f  t h e  «  G a s c o g n e  t y p e  » .  T h e y  o n l y 

d i f f e r  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s :

A.  F ranchi  :  the  Pyrenean i s  g lobal ly  dr ie r  than the 
Gascogne.  The l ips  shou ld  be less  le t  down but  the 

muzz le  shou ld  not  appear  p inched.

•  R u s t i c  d o g ,  n o t  h e a v y  b u t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  m u s c l e d . 

•  S k i n  t i g h t e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  G a s c o g n e  t y p e .

HEAD

•  N o s e  :  c h e s t n u t - b r o w n  i n  c o l o u r.

•  T h e  l i p s  a r e  l e s s  p e n d e n t  o r  l e s s  c o n v e x  t h a n  i n  t h e  G a s c o g n e  t y p e .

•  E a r s :  s e t  o n  a b o v e  e y e  l i n e ,  b a r e l y  f o l d e d .  T h e  t i p s  o f  t h e  l e a t h e r s 

         m u s t  e n d  a t  2  c m  f r o m  t h e  n o s e  l e a t h e r.
A.  F ranchi  :  compared to  the Gascogne,  the ears 

a re  shor te r ,  f la t te r ,  more t r iangular  in  shape.
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

NECK
•  S l i g h t  o r  n o  d e w l a p .

A.  F ranchi  :  ideal ly ,  i t  i s  bet te r  i f  there  i s 
no  dewlap.

BELLY
•  L e s s  l e t  d o w n  t h a n  i n  t h e  G a s c o g n e  t y p e .

A.  F ranchi  :  however ,  the  be l ly  shou ld  not 
be whippety . 

TAIL
•  F i n e  :  c a n  b e  d o c k e d  o r  n a t u r a l l y  s h o r t .

A.  F ranchi  :  in  the  Pyrenean,  the  shor t  ta i l  i s 
not  uncommon,  but  i t  shou ld  s t i l l  measure  a 

few cent imeters ;  anur ia  i s  not  accepted.
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C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

LIMBS

FOREQUARTERS

•  L i g h t e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  G a s c o g n e  t y p e . 

•  S h o u l d e r s :  M u s c u l a r  a n d  m o d e r a t e l y  s l o p i n g .
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HINDQUARTERS

•  F e e t :  t i g h t . 
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COAT
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•  F i n e r  a n d  s h o r t e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  G a s c o g n e  Ty p e .

HEIGHT

•  M a l e :  4 7  t o  5 8  c m .  F e m a l e :  4 7  t o  5 6  c m .

•  T h e  s i z e  o f  5 0  t o  5 5  c m  i s  t h e  o n e  t o  a i m  f o r  w h i c h  c o v e r s  t h e  m o s t 

         n u m e r o u s  u t i l i za t i o n s . 

A.  F ranchi  :  as  w i th  the Gascogne,  the CBF 
i s  in  favor  o f  increas ing the min imum s i ze :  in 
th i s  case,  51  cm for  the  male ,  49  cm for  the 

female ;  47  cm i s  indeed a b i t  too smal l .

 As  fo r  the  maximum s i ze ,  a  to le rance o f  2 
cm above could  be a l lowed i f  the  dog i s  a 

typ ica l  subject ,  but  w i thout  i t  be ing e l ig ib le 
fo r  the  qual i f ie r  “Excel lent”  and the CACS.
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FAUTLS : 
SOME IMPORTANT POINTS 
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•  D o g  t o o  h e a v y  o r  h y p e r l i g h t 

A.  F ranchi  :  we see less  and lee hyper-
l ight  subjects ;  the  se lect ion  has  there fore 

progressed. 

•  L i p s  t o o  d r o o p y  o r  t o o  l i g h t .

•  L e a t h e r s  s e t  a t  e y e  l e v e l ,  t o o  l o n g  ( t o u c h i n g  t h e  n o s e ) 

•  B e l l y  t o o  t u c k e d  u p  ( w h i p p e t t y ) . 

DISQUALIFYING FAULTS 

•  A g g r e s s i v e  o r  o v e r l y  s h y . 

•  S p l i t  n o s e ,  p r o n o u n c e d  d e p i g m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o s e  l e a t h e r. 

•  E n t r o p i o n ,  e c t r o p i o n ,  p i n k  s p o t s  a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  e y e l i d s . 

•  N o  t a i l  ( a n u r y ) .
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C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

.  S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s  .

THE FRENCH 
POINTING DOG


