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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

Brief historical 
summary

I n  t h e  g r e a t  p l a i n  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  o f  F r a n c e ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n 

o f  h e r d i n g  d o g  d e v e l o p e d  f r o m  t h e  M i d d l e  A g e s .  To  r e c o n c i l e 

t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  c u l t i v a t e d  a r e a s  s u c h  a s  s h e e p  h e r d s ,  w h i c h 

m a k e s  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n t a i n  a n d  g u i d e  t h e  f l o c k s  w i t h i n  a 

v e r y  f r a g m e n t e d  p l o t s  o f  l a n d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s e a s o n s  a n d 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k s ,  t h e  s h e p h e r d s  g o t  h e l p  f r o m  d o g s  d e d i c a t e d 

t o  t h i s  t a s k ,  w h o s e  n o n - s p e c i a l i z e d  m o r p h o t y p e  p r e s e n t s  a 

g o o d  c o m p r o m i s e  o f  s p e e d ,  a g i l i t y  a n d  e n d u r a n c e . 

T h e  l o n g - h a i r e d  “ B r i e  d o g ”  w a s  c i t e d  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  i n 

n a t u r a l i s t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y 

i n t o  t h e  c y n o p h i l i s t  s e l e c t i o n .  I n  1 8 9 7 ,  t h e  F r e n c h  s h e p h e r d 

d o g  c l u b ,  c r e a t e d  i n  1 8 9 6  a n d  i n i t i a t o r  o f  s h e e p d o g  t r i a l s , 

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t  b r e e d  s t a n d a r d . 
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

•  T h e  B r i a r d  i s  h a r d y ,  s u p p l e ,  m u s c l e d  a n d  w e l l  p r o p o r t i o n e d .

GENERAL 
APPEARANCE

A.B .B . :  i t  i s  a  medium bu i l t  dog in 
a  rectangular  fo rmat ,  that  i s  to  say 
s l ight ly  longer  than i t  i s  h igh ,  w i th  a 
c lass ic  cons t ruct ion .  The not ion  o f 

rus t ic i ty  i s  impor tant  because i t  i s  the 
main  th read in  the se lect ion  o f  the 

f i r s t  B r ia rds ,  in  d i rect  connect ion  wi th 
i t s  funct ion  o f  herd ing dog,  hav ing 
to  work  in  a l l  condi t ions .  Par t icu lar 
a t tent ion  dur ing judgments  mut  be 

paid  to  i t .
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

PROPORTIONS

A.B .B . :  there  i s  a  t rend towards  chamfers 
that  a re  a  l i t t le  too shor t .  We are  work ing 

on i t  in  par t icu lar  in  Nat ional  Specia l ty 
shows:  we not i fy  i t ,  and penal i ze  i t 

depending on the sever i ty .

•  T h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  s h o u l d e r 

          t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  b u t t o c k ,  s h o u l d  b e  s l i g h t l y  g r e a t e r  t h a t  t h e  h e i g h t 

         a t  w i t h e r s .

•  T h e  h e a d  i s  l o n g :  2 / 5 t h  o f  t h e  h e i g h t  a t  w i t h e r s . 

•  T h e  w i d t h  o f  t h e  s k u l l  i s  s l i g h t l y  l e s s  t h a n  1 ⁄ 2  o f  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e 

         h e a d . 

•  T h e  s k u l l  a n d  t h e  m u z z l e  a r e  o f  e q u a l  l e n g t h .
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

HEAD

•  S t r o n g ,  l o n g ,  c o v e r e d  w i t h  h a i r  f o r m i n g  b e a r d ,  m o u s t a c h e  a n d 

         e y e b r o w s  s l i g h t l y  v e i l i n g  t h e  e y e s . 

A.B .B :  the  ha i r  i s  not  supposed to  fo rm an impenet rab le 

cur ta in  in  f ront  o f  the  eyes ,  wh ich must  be seen; 

o therwise  the dog may be surpr i sed by not  see ing what 

i s  happening near  h im.  A f r inge that  i s  too dense i s 

there fore  not  sought  a f te r ,  and i t  mus t  in  any case be 

not i f ied on the Nat ional  Specia l t ies  judgment  sheet . 

•  S e e n  f r o m  t h e  s i d e ,  t h e  l i n e s  o f  t h e  s k u l l  a n d  m u z z l e  a r e  p a r a l l e l .
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CRANIAL 
REGION

•  S k u l l :  s t r o n g ,  v e r y  s l i g h t l y  r o u n d e d  s e e n  f r o m  t h e  s i d e .

•  S t o p :  p r o n o u n c e d ;  a t  e q u a l  d i s ta n c e  f r o m  t h e  o c c i p u t  a n d  t h e  t i p  o f 

         t h e  n o s e .
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

FACIAL REGION
•  T h e  n o s e  i s  a l w a y s  b l a c k  e x c e p t  i n  b l u e  d o g s  w h i c h  h a v e  e i t h e r  a 

         b l u e  o r  b l u i s h  n o s e .

•  T h e  e n d  o f  t h e  m u z z l e  i s  r a t h e r  s q u a r e .  M u z z l e  s t r o n g ,  s u f f i c i e n t l y 

         b r o a d  a n d  n e v e r  p o i n t e d .

A.B .B . :  The head must  be power fu l ,  commensurate  to 

the sex .  Seen in  pro f i le ,  i t  f i t s  in to  two rectangles  ( sku l l , 

muzz le) ,  de l imi ted by a  marked s top. 

•  N o s e b r i d g e :  s t r a i g h t .

•  J a w s / Te e t h :  s c i s s o r s  b i t e .

A.B .B . :  the  b i te  shou ld  be moni to red in  males ,  where 

the p incer  b i te  i s  cur rent ly  seen,  more o f ten  than 

in  females .  Impor tant  po in t ,  the  dent i t ion  must  be 

complete 

•  O v a l .  H o r i z o n t a l ,  w e l l  o p e n ,  r a t h e r  l a r g e  a n d  o f  d a r k  c o l o u r.  I n 

         b l u e  d o g s ,  p a l e r  c o l o u r e d  e y e s  a r e  p e r m i t t e d .

A.B .B . :  in  b lue dogs  (which are  born  b lue,  wh i le  grays 

are  born  b lack and then l ighten) ,  we a lso  seek a f te r 

dark  eyes  whi le  accept ing an eye co lor  in  re la t ion  to 

the coat  co lor .  A  ye l low eye i s  penal i zed in  a l l  th ree 

co lors .  I t  i s  notewor thy  that  a  lo t  o f  work  has  been 

done by breeders  fo r  many years  on  th i s  var ie ty  to 

meet  the s tandard that  requ i res  a  dark  co lor . 

•  S e t  o n  h i g h ,  n o t  p l a s t e r e d ,  r a t h e r  s h o r t  i f  l e f t  n a t u r a l ,  f l a t  a n d 

          c o v e r e d  w i t h  l o n g  h a i r .  I f  c r o p p e d ,  i n  c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e 

          t h i s  p r a c t i c e  i s  n o t  f o r b i d d e n ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  c a r r i e d  e r e c t , 

          n e i t h e r  d i v e r g e n t  n o r  c o n v e r g e n t .

A.B .B :  the  conformat ion  and the car r iage o f  the  natura l 

ears  a re  impor tant  b reed cr i te r ia ,  cont r ibut ing great ly 

to  the typ ica l  express ion  o f  the  B r ia rd ;  and th i s  i s  a l l 

the  more impor tant  as  w i th  the long ha i r ,  the  ears 

would  not  be v i s ib le  i f  they were not  wel l  car r ied. 

F la t ,  fa i r ly  shor t  and set  on  h igh,  they shou ld  be wel l 

mobi le  depending on the dog’s  in te res t  in  what  i t  sees 

and hears .  There  i s  s t i l l  p rogress  to  be made in  the 

se lect ion  to  genera l i ze  the good car r iage o f  the  ears . 
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

NECK

•  M u s c l e d  a n d  s p r i n g i n g  w e l l  u p  f r o m  t h e  s h o u l d e r s
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BODY
•  T h e  b a c k  i s  s t r a i g h t . 

•  T h e  l o i n  i s  s h o r t  a n d  f i r m .

•  C r o u p  :  O n l y  s l i g h t l y  s l o p i n g ,  o f  s l i g h t l y  r o u n d e d  s h a p e .

•  C h e s t :  W i d e  a n d  l o n g ,  w e l l  l e t  d o w n  t o  t h e  e l b o w s . 

•  R i b s  w e l l  s p r u n g .

A.B .B . :  beware o f  cer ta in  dr i f t s  wh ich,  because i t  would 

be “more spectacular” ,  would   modi fy  the character i s t ic 

s i lhouet te  o f  the  B r ia rd .  The back must  be so l id ,  s t ra ight , 

ne i ther  r i s ing nor  p lunging. 

TAIL
•  N a t u r a l ,  c a r r i e d  l o w ,  i t  r e a c h e s  a t  l e a s t  t h e  h o c k  j o i n t ,  w i t h o u t 

         d e v i a t i o n ,  f o r m i n g  a  s l i g h t  h o o k  l i k e  a  “ J ”. 

A.B .B :  two fau l t s  tend cur rent ly  to  become widespread: 

shor te r  o r  shor te r  ta i l s ,  and the gradual  e rasure  o f  the 

J-hook at  the  end o f  the  ta i l .  Care  must  be taken to 

main ta in  these two character i s t ics .  

•  I n  a c t i o n ,  t h e  t a i l  m a y  b e  c a r r i e d  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  p r o l o n g a t i o n  o f 

         t h e  t o p l i n e .

A.B .B :  cor rect  ta i l  car r iage cont r ibutes  to  the 

e f fect iveness  o f  the  typ ica l  ga i t  o f  a  herd ing dog. 

Indeed,  when the dog car r ies  the ta i l  too h igh,  i t 

in f luences  the power  and the ampl i tude o f  the  th rus t  f rom 

behind.  The ta i l ,  in  i t s  funct ion  o f  ba lance,  a l lows  more 

f lex ib i l i ty  and react iv i ty  in  the  changes  o f  d i rect ion 
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S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

LIMBS

F O R E Q U A R T E R S

•  S h o u l d e r :  O b l i q u e ,  w e l l  a n g u l a t e d .

A.B .B  :  the  wel l -angulated shou lder  i s  impor tant  fo r 

the  cons t ruct ion ;  a  shou lder  too s t ra ight  i s  o f ten 

accompanied by a  ches t  too nar row,  a  neck too s t ra ight , 

as  wel l  as  ga i t  too l imi ted in  the f ront .  

•  B i e n  m u s c l é s  a v e c  f o r t e  o s s a t u r e  e t  a p l o m b s  r é g u l i e r s .

•  F o r e a r m :  S t r a i g h t  a n d  m u s c l e d .

•  M e t a c a r p u s  ( Pa s t e r n ) :  S l i g h t l y  s l o p i n g ,  s e e n  f r o m  t h e  s i d e .

•  F o r e f e e t :  S t r o n g ,  r o u n d ,  n a i l s  a l w a y s  b l a c k  ( e x c e p t  i n  b l u e s ) . 

•  To e s  w e l l  k n i t  a n d  a r c h e d .

 H I N D Q U A R T E R S

•  U p p e r  t h i g h :  M u s c l e d .

•  H o c k  j o i n t :  N o t  t o o  l o w  d o w n  a n d  w e l l  a n g u l a t e d .

•  H i n d  f e e t :  S t r o n g ,  r o u n d ,  n a i l s  a l w a y s  b l a c k  ( e x c e p t  i n  b l u e s ) . 

•  To e s  w e l l  k n i t .

•  D e w c l a w s :  t h u m b s  w e l l  s e p a r a t e d  a n d  w i t h  n a i l s ,  r e l a t i v e l y  c l o s e  t o 

t h e  f o o t .

 A .B .B . :  hyper-extens ion  presentat ions  shou ld  be avoided 

P
a

g
e

 | L
im

b
s



10

S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

GAIT/MOVEMENT

•  R e g u l a r,  s u p p l e ,  h a r m o n i o u s . 

•  L o n g  t r o t  w i t h  g o o d  r e a c h  a n d  g o o d  t h r u s t  f r o m  b e h i n d .

A.B .B .  :  the  movement  o f  the  br ia rd  i s  character i zed by 

natura l  ga i t  known as  “shepherd gai t” .  For  a  dog who i s 

expected to  t ro t  a round a herd a l l  day,  these gai t s  a re 

a  fundamenta l  character i s t ic .  Wi th  a  great  ampl i tude 

fo rward,  a  s t rong th rus t  f rom behind,  a  back remain ing 

very  s t ra ight  and a  ta i l  car r ied low,  the B r ia rd  makes  at 

each s tep the leas t  poss ib le  e f fo r t ,  g iv ing the fee l ing, 

re in fo rced by the length  o f  ha i r ,  that  i t  on ly  grazes  the 

ground and can change d i rect ions  eas i ly .  I t ’ s  f lowing, 

f lu id ,  harmonious .  I t  i s  a  good overa l l  cons t ruct ion  that 

a l lows  the dog to  have th i s  ga i t .  
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

COAT
•  G o a t - l i k e  t e x t u r e ,  d r y ,  s u p p l e ,  l o n g ,  w i t h  s l i g h t  u n d e r c o a t .

A.B .B .  :  th i s  “b ig  coat” ,  th ick ,  w i th  a  very  dry 

tex tu re ,  i s  a  very  impor tant  b reed cr i te r ion .  As 

supple ,  th i s  means  that  the  ha i r  i s  not  s t ra ight ,  but 

very  s l ight ly  wavy.  For  specia l i s t s ,  a  good way to 

assess  the qual i ty  o f  goat  ha i r  i s  to  rub two s t rands 

together  and fee l  the  “screeching” . 

 

A.B .B . :  w i th  a  long-hai red breed i t  i s  tempt ing to 

g ive i t  a  very  sophis t icated appearance,  but  i t  i s  a 

dr i f t ,  seen much more abroad than in  F rance,  that 

shou ld  be avoided.  I t  i s  impor tant  to  never  fo rget 

that  th i s  i s  a  shepherd dog.  The rus t ic  nature  o f  our 

b reed i s  not  opposed to  aes thet ics :  we can have 

a  ‘ ’n ice ly  dressed’ ’  B r ia rd ,  w i th  good lengths  o f 

coat  exceeding the min imum requi red o f  7  cm,  but 

w i thout  an excess  which would  resu l t  in  mask ing 

i t s  s i lhouet te .  A  good goat  ha i r  does  not  lend i t se l f 

wel l  to  th i s  excess ;  ha i r s  that  a re  too f ine  and 

dragging on the ground do not  there fore  comply 

wi th  the s tandard and the c lub i s  par t icu lar ly 

a t tent ive  to  th i s  po in t  in  i t s  b reeding pol icy . 

Wi th  a  good textu re ,  a  B r ia rd  i s  not  d i f f icu l t  to 

main ta in  in  everyday l i fe .  In  show,  present ing a 

c lean and wel l -brushed dog i s  enough
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S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

COAT
•  B l a c k ,  f a w n ,  f a w n  w i t h  b l a c k  o v e r l a y ,  o f t e n  w i t h  m a s k ,  g r e y 

o r  b l u e . 

•  A  c o a t  o f  w a r m  f a w n  c o l o u r  a n d  b l a c k ,  g r e y  a n d  b l u e  c o a t s 

m a y  s h o w  a  l i g h t e r  c o l o u r  o n  t h e  p o i n t s  a n d  o n  t h e  i n c l i n e d 

p a r t s  o f  t h e  b o d y .  A l l  c o l o u r s  m a y  s h o w  d i f f e r e n t  d e g r e e s  o f 

g r e y i n g .

A.B .B . :  whatever  the co lour ,  i t  goes  th rough a 

more or  less  long phase o f  evo lu t ion .  The b lack 

co lor  can have var ious  var ia t ions  depending on 

the appearance o f  g ray ha i r s ,  f rom a deep b lack 

to  gray ish  re f lect ions  ( s la te  co lour ) .  Regard ing 

gray and b lue,  these are  two co lours  subject  to 

s t rong evolu t ion  f rom puppy to  adul t ;  they can 

take t ime to  s tab i l i ze . 

The fawn co lour  can a lso  go th rough a  l ight  phase 

in  youth  and then darken again .  The fawns  can 

have b lack over lay ,  but  i t  mus t  remain  l ight ; 

they can be masked in  b lack.  In  a l l  co lours ,  the 

l imbs ,  up to  the e lbows,  may poss ib ly  have a 

l ighter  tone than the res t  o f  the  coat ;  i t  i s  ne i ther 

mandatory  nor  p roh ib i ted.

A.B .B . :  a l l  the  co lours  can o f f ic ia l ly  mate,  but 

we do not  recommend pai r ing the fawn wi th 

the b lue,  to  avo id  the appearance o f  very 

d i lu ted fawns ,  the  fawn hav ing to  keep a warm 

tone.  Genet ica l ly ,  b lack i s  dominant  over  o ther 

co lours .  One CACIB  per  sex  i s  awarded,  and two 

CAC per  sex :  one fo r  b lacks ,  g rays  and b lues , 

one fo r  fawns .  In  some FCI  count r ies ,  a l l  the 

co lours  a re  judged together ,  o r  even the b lue 

wi th  the fawn,  but  i t  would  be pre ferable ,  fo r 

reasons  o f  harmonizat ion  and g iven the fact  that 

the  breed i s  F rench,  that  the  a forement ioned ru le 

i s  appl ied.
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FAULTS : 
A FEW IMPORTANT POINTS

•  S e v e r e  f a u l t s  i n  l i m b s . 

•  O v e r a l l  c o a t  c o l o u r  t o o  l i g h t 

•  C o a t :  i n s u f f i c i e n t  l e n g t h  ( l e s s  t h a n  7 c m ) ,  h a i r  s o f t  o r  w o o l l y .
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SIZE
•  M a l e s :  6 2  -  6 8  c m  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s .

•  F e m a l e s :  5 6  -  6 4  c m  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s FAULTS : 
DISQUALIFYING FAULTS

•  A g g r e s s i v e  o r  o v e r l y  s h y .

•  A n y  d o g  c l e a r l y  s h o w i n g  p h y s i c a l  o r  b e h a v i o u r a l  a b n o r m a l i t i e s .

•  S t o p  a b s o l u t e l y  n o t  m a r k e d .

•  N o s e  o f  c o l o u r  o t h e r  t h a n  b l a c k  o r  b l u e ;  p r e s e n c e  o f  p i n k 

         ( u n p i g m e n t e d  a r e a s ) .

•  O v e r s h o t  o r  u n d e r s h o t  w i t h  l o s s  o f  c o n t a c t  o f  i n c i s o r s ;  a b s e n c e 

          o f  2  l o w e r  P M 4  o r  a b s e n c e  o f  3  t e e t h  o r  m o r e  w h i c h e v e r  t h e y  a r e 

         ( e x c e p t  f o r  P M 1 ) .    

•  E y e  t o o  l i g h t  ( y e l l o w ) ,  w a l l  e y e .

•  E a r s  c u r l i n g  i n w a r d s ,  s e t  o n  t o o  l o w  b e n e a t h  e y e  l e v e l ,  c o v e r e d 

         w i t h  s h o r t  h a i r ,  n a t u r a l l y  e r e c t .

•  Ta i l  c u r l e d  u p  o r  c a r r i e d  v e r t i c a l l y .

•  S i n g l e  d e w c l a w  o r  t o t a l  a b s e n c e  o f  d e w c l a w s  o n  h i n d l e g s .

•  W h i t e ,  b r o w n  o r  m a h o g a n y  c o l o u r ;  c o a t  o f  t w o  d i s t i n c t  c o l o u r s ; 

         w h i t e  b l a z e ,  w h i t e  h a i r s  o n  t h e  e x t r e m i t i e s  o f  t h e  l i m b s ,  f a w n 

         c o a t  w i t h  s a d d l e .

•  S i z e  o u t s i d e  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d  w i t h  t o l e r a n c e  o f  + 2 c m  o r 

         - 1 c m .

•  F r a u d u l e n t  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d o g  o r  e v i d e n c e  o f  s u c h  p r a c t i c e 

         b y  u s e  o f  s u b s t a n c e s  o r  s u r g e r y
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