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Brief Historical 
Summary

T h i s  s p a n i e l  f r o m  n o r t h e r n  F r a n c e ,  d e v e l o p e d  i n  a  r e g i o n 

h o u s i n g  e c o s y s t e m s  c o n d u c i v e  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  a  p o i n t i n g  d o g 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u i t e d  f o r  h u n t i n g  a q u a t i c  g a m e ,  e m e r g e d  i n  t h e 

c y n o p h i l i s t  s e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 s . 

F i r s t  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  s u b - v a r i e t y  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  s p a n i e l ,  w i t h 

i t s  r o a n  c o a t  w i t h  b r o w n  p a t c h e s ,  t h e  P i c a r d y  s p a n i e l  r e a c h e d 

b r e e d  s t a t u s  i n  1 9 0 8 .  T h e  c l u b  w a s  f o u n d e d  i n  1 9 2 1  b y  t h e 

b r e e d e r  L é o n  F l a n d r e . 
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•  A  s t r o n g ,  b r o a d b a c k e d  d o g 

•  W e l l  b o n e d  w i t h  s t r o n g  l i m b s

•  V e r y  w e l l  c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r e q u a r t e r s

GENERAL 
APPEARANCE S .  Gui lber t  :  i t  i s  a  descr ip t ive  e lement  l inked 

to  the movement  o f  the  dog in  hunt ing act ion ; 
a  power fu l  fo rehand a l lows  i t  to  have a  good 

extens ion ,  to  seek h i s  footho ld  fa r  in  f ront .
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S .  Gui lber t  :  the  P icardy spanie l  has  evo lved. 
At  one t ime,  about  45  years  ago,  i t  was  more 

power fu l  than today,  ta l l  and heavy,  w i th 
subjects  that  cou ld  reach 64  to  67  cm at 

the  wi thers  desp i te  the prescr ip t ions  o f  the 
s tandard,  a  head and a ches t  ra ther  mass ive .

I t  was  then l ightened,  to  become a rea l  spor t s 
dog,  wh i le  remain ing rus t ic .  Dur ing th i s  per iod, 

the  Club commiss ioned a s tudy on the two 
spanie l s  o f  P icardy accord ing to  the s tandards 

o f  FCI  c lass i f icat ion  n°  106  and n°  108 .
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HEAD - CRANIAL REGION
•  S k u l l :  w i d e  a n d  r o u n d e d .

•  P r o m i n e n t  o c c i p u t .

•  S t o p :  s l o p i n g  t o  t h e  m u z z l e ,  n o t  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e .
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S .  Gui lber t  :  th i s  means  that  the  muzz le  i s  very 
s l ight ly  convex;  th i s  i s  an  impor tant  c r i te r ion , 

wh ich ensures  that  there  i s  no  prev ious  res idual 
t ra i t .

FACIAL REGION
•  N o s e  :  b r o w n ,  m e d i u m  s i z e d ,  n i c e l y  r o u n d e d .

•  M u z z l e :  L o n g ,  s u f f i c i e n t l y  w i d e ,  t a p e r i n g  f r o m  t h e  s e t  o n  a t  t h e  s k u l l 

         t o  t h e  n o s e ;  v e r y  s l i g h t l y  a r c h e d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  p a r t .

•  L i p s :  o f  m e d i u m  t h i c k n e s s ,  s l i g h t l y  l e t  d o w n ,  n o t  h a n g i n g

•  D a r k  a m b e r  i n  c o l o u r,  w e l l  o p e n e d ;  e x p r e s s i o n  f r a n k  a n d  f r i e n d l y .

S .  Gui lber t  :  the  P icardy spanie l  has  a  l i t t le 
c learer  eyes  than the B lue P icardy spanie l , 

g iven i t s  coat  co lor .  Th i s  i s  a l so  why the t ru f f le 
i s  b rown,  and not  b lack.
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FACIAL REGION

S .  Gui lber t  :  there  i s  very  l i t t le  d i f fe rence between the 

two breeds  regard ing the head.  The at tachment  o f 

the  ear  i s  approx imate ly  a t  the  eye leve l  in  P icardy 

spanie l  as  in  the P icardy B lue,  wh ich does  not  modi fy 

the express ion .  Wi th  the ears  pu l led s imul taneous ly , 

w i thout  fo rce,  fo rward,  the  ends  o f  the  ear  f laps  shou ld 

touch the t ip  o f  the  nose.

•  W e l l  l e t  i n t o  t h e  s h o u l d e r s ,  m u s c u l a r.

NECK
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•  H a u n c h  b o n e s  s l i g h t l y  l o w e r  t h a n  t h e  w i t h e r s

•  L o i n :  s t r a i g h t ,  n o t  t o o  l o n g ,  w i d e  a n d  f u l l . 

•  C r o u p :  v e r y  s l i g h t l y  s l o p i n g ,  r o u n d e d .

•  C h e s t :  d e e p ,  s u f f i c i e n t l y  w i d e ,  r e a c h i n g  w e l l  d o w n  t o  e l b o w  l e v e l .

BODY

•  E a r s  :  s e t  o n  r a t h e r  l o w ,  f r a m i n g  t h e  s k u l l  w i t h  b e a u t i f u l  w a v y , 

s i l k y  h a i r .

TAIL

S .  Gui lber t  :  i t  i s  a  robus t  dog,  bu i l t  to  express  a l l  i t s 

versat i l i ty  on  the ground,  and thus  evo lves  a t  h i s  ease 

in  a l l  env i ronments ,  swamp,  p la in ,  woods .

•  S e t - o n  n o t  t o o  h i g h . 

•  H a n g i n g  d o w n  i n  t w o  s l i g h t  c u r v e s ,  c o n v e x  a n d  c o n c a v e . 

         N o t  t o o  l o n g . 

•  F u r n i s h e d  w i t h  l o v e l y  s i l k y  f e a t h e r i n g .
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LIMBS
•  F O R E Q U A R T E R S

•  F o r e l e g s  s t r a i g h t ,  w e l l  m u s c l e d ,  f e a t h e r e d .

•  S h o u l d e r  :  S h o u l d e r - b l a d e  r a t h e r  l o n g ,  s o m e w h a t  u p r i g h t , 

         s u f f i c i e n t l y  m u s c l e d .

•  U p p e r  a r m :  w e l l  m u s c l e d .

•  E l b o w :  w e l l  s e t

•  F e e t :  r o u n d ,  l a r g e ,  t i g h t ,  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  f e a t h e r i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  t o e s .

•  H I N D Q U A R T E R S

•  H i n d l e g s  w e l l  f e a t h e r e d  d o w n  t o  t h e  h o c k .

•  U p p e r  t h i g h s :  S t r a i g h t ,  l o n g ,  b r o a d ,  w e l l  m u s c l e d .

•  H o c k s :  S l i g h t l y  b e n t .

•  F e e t :  r o u n d ,  l a r g e ,  t i g h t ,  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  f e a t h e r i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  t o e s .
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COAT

SIZE
•  M a l e :  5 7  t o  6 2  c m .  F e m a l e :  5 5  t o  6 0  c m . 

         A  t o l e r a n c e  + / -  2 c m  i s  a c c e p t e d .

•  H a i r :  d e n s e  a n d  n o t  t o o  s i l k y ;  f i n e  o n  h e a d ,  s l i g h t l y  w a v y  o n  t h e  b o d y .

•  C o l o u r :  G r e y  m o t t l i n g  w i t h  b r o w n  p a t c h e s  o n  d i f f e r e n t  p a d s  o f  t h e 

          b o d y  a n d  r o o t  o f  t a i l .  M o s t  o f t e n  m a r k e d  w i t h  t a n  o n  h e a d  a n d  l i m b s .

S .  Gui lber t  :  about  ten  years  ago,  on  the in i t ia t ive 

o f  c lub pres ident  Jean-P ier re  Goubet ,  a  s tudy was 

car r ied out  dur ing the Nat ional  Specia l ty ,  over  f ive 

consecut ive  years :  a l l  the  dogs  present  were  measured

S.  Gui lber t  :  The absence o f  tan  i s  not  a  fau l t ,  but 

a lmost  a l l  the  s tock i s  endowed wi th  tan ;  when there  i s 

none,  i t  may be a  remainder  o f  a  very  d i s tant  c ross ing. 

Compared to  FCI  s tandards  n°  106  and 108 , 

d ivergences  were noted on the repor t s  o f  the  show 

judges  or  on  the conf i rmat ion  documents ,  wh ich led 

to  propos ing an evo lu t ion  o f  these s tandards  tak ing 

in to  account  the potent ia l  that  we encounter  today, 

to  re f lect  the  rea l i ty  o f  the  s tock;  and th i s  i s  the  same 

s tandard as  that  es tab l i shed fo r  the  P icardy B lue 

spanie l .
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FAULTS : 
A FEW IMPORTANT POINTS

•  H e a d  p e a r - s h a p e d ,  t o o  n a r r o w . 

•  S k u l l  t o o  s q u a r e ,  t o o  n a r r o w ,  t o o  s h o r t . 

•  S t o p  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e .

•  N o s e  b l a c k ,  p o i n t e d ,  p i n c h e d .

•  M u z z l e  t o o  s h o r t ,  t o o  c u r v e d . 

•  E y e s  t o o  l i g h t ,  t o o  d e e p  s e t ,  l e v e l  w i t h  t h e  s k u l l ;  s l i t  e y e s .

•  E a r s  n a r r o w ,  s h o r t ,  s e t  o n  t o o  h i g h ,  t o o  c u r l y 

         o r  l a c k  o f  s i l k y  h a i r . 

•  C h e s t  t o o  n a r r o w ,  n o t  d e e p  e n o u g h . 

•  Ta i l  c a r r i e d  i n  s a b r e - f a s h i o n ,  t o o  l o n g ,  t o o  c u r l e d , 

         s e t - o n  t o o  h i g h  o r  t o o  l o w . 

•  F o r e l e g s  w i t h o u t  f e a t h e r i n g ,  f i n e ,  t i e d  a t  e l b o w s 

         o r  o u t  a t  e l b o w s . 

•  F e e t  n a r r o w ,  f l a t  o r  s p l a y e d . 

•  H a i r  f i n e ,  s i l k y ,  c u r l y ,  o r  t o o  s h o r t . 

•  To o  m u c h  b r o w n  c o l o u r,  p a t c h e d  w i t h  w h i t e  o r  b l a c k .

•  A g g r e s s i v e  o r  o v e r l y  s h y  d o g s . 

S .  Gui lber t  :  the  lack o f  teeth  i s  a  problem.  The c lub has  implemented 

a  new res t r ic t ion :  absence o f  a  canine or  absence o f  two inc isors ,  o r 

lack o f  more than 2  o ther  teeth  (PM or  M)  wi thout  tak ing in to  account 

PM1 and M3. 

FAULTS 
DISQUALIFYING FAULTS
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