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Brief historical 
summary

B l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  c o a t e d  s p a n i e l s  w e r e  c i t e d  f r o m  t h e  1 8 t h 

c e n t u r y  i n  n a t u r a l i s t  l i t e r a t u r e .

A  v a r i e t y  d e v e l o p e d  i n  P i c a r d y ,  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  c y n o l o g i c a l 

w o r k s  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e r e f o r e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a n o t h e r 

v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  P i c a r d y  s p a n i e l ,  w i t h  a  b l a c k  b a s e  c o a t  a n d  w h i t e 

v a r i e g a t i o n  s p e c k l e d  w i t h  b l a c k ,  g i v i n g  a  v i s u a l  i m p r e s s i o n  o f 

b l u e . 

I t  i s  r e p u t e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c r e a t e d  w i t h  t h e  i n p u t  o f  E n g l i s h  a n d 

S c o t t i s h  s e t t e r s ,  t o  h u n t  s n i p e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  A  s t a n d a r d  w a s 

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 2 1 . 

T h e  b r e e d  w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  i n  1 9 3 8 .
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•  Q u i t e  l o w  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  d o g ,  w e l l  b u i l t  f o r  t h e  j o b .

•  G e n e r a l  a p p e a r a n c e  o n  t h e  w h o l e ,  a  t r u e  P i c a r d y  S p a n i e l .

GENERAL 
APPEARANCE S .  Gui lber t  :  the  B lue P icardy spanie l  has  the 

same cons t ruct ion ,  the  same s i lhouet te ,  as  that 
o f  the  P icardy spanie l . 

The cont r ibut ion  o f  Anglo-Saxon b lood brought 
a  cer ta in  l ighten ing and we no longer  meet 

these lymphat ic  t ro t te rs  who cr i s scrossed the 
cereal  o r  beet  p la ins . 

I f  they s t i l l  run  in  spanie l  s ty le ,  the i r  speed has 
adapted to  the b io tope. 

Perhaps  a t  the  same t ime i t  has  he lped to 
increase the i r  sense o f  smel l . 

The i r  s i zes  are  roughly  the same,  to  the 
cent imeter .  No d i f fe rence in  th i s  regard i s 

sought .
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HEAD - CRANIAL REGION
•  S k u l l :  O v a l ,  r e l a t i v e l y  w i d e  w i t h o u t  p r o m i n e n t  p a r i e t a l  b o n e s , 

         o c c i p i t a l  c r e s t  s l i g h t l y  v i s i b l e .

•  M o d e r a t e l y  a c c e n t u a t e d  b u t  m a r k e d .

•  N o s e :  b r o a d ,  w e l l  o p e n  n o s t r i l s .

•  M u z z l e :  l o n g  a n d  q u i t e  b r o a d .

•  L i p s :  w i d e  a n d  p e n d u l o u s  f o r m i n g  a  d i s t i n c t l y  s q u a r e  m u z z l e .

•  E y e s :  c a l m  e x p r e s s i o n ;  e y e s  d a r k ,  l a r g e ,  w e l l  o p e n

•  E a r s :  m u s t  b e  s e t  s l i g h t l y  a b o v e  t h e  e y e  l e v e l ,  q u i t e  t h i c k ,  f r a m i n g 

t h e  h e a d ;  b e a u t i f u l  w a v y  s i l k y  h a i r .
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FACIAL REGION

S .  Gui lber t  :  in  the  P icardy B lue Spanie l  s tock, 
the  ears  a re  a  l i t t le  shor te r  than des i red; 

th i s  i s  someth ing we shou ld  cont inue to  work 
on,  because the problem i s  not  so lved.  The 

shor t  ear  i s  perhaps  a  res idual  t ra i t  o f  Anglo-
Saxon b lood,  the  se lect ion  o f  the  P icardy B leu 
prec ise ly  a imed,  among other  th ings ,  to  take 
i t  away f rom any typ ica l  character i s t ic  o f  th i s 

one.

S .  Gu i lber t  :  there  i s  very  l i t t le  d i f fe rence 
between the breeds  in  te rms o f  head.  The 
at tachment  o f  the  ear  i s  approx imate ly  a t 
eye leve l .  Wi th  the B lue P icardy spanie l  as 

w i th  the P icard spanie l ,  w i th  the ears  pu l led 
s imul taneous ly ,  w i thout  fo rce,  fo rward,  the 

ends  o f  the  ear  f lags  must  touch the t ip  o f  the 
nose.
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FACIAL REGION
S .  Gui lber t  :  the  at tachment  o f  the  ear ,  wh ich must 

be wel l  seen,  and the eyes  look,  wh ich i s  par t icu lar ly 

express ive ,  a re  impor tant  rac ia l  c r i te r ia .  In  addi t ion ,  i t 

has  a  sc i ssor  b i te . 

•  W e l l  s e t .  A  s l i g h t  d e w l a p  i s  p e r m i t t e d .

NECK
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•  B a c k  a n d  l o i n :  n o t  t o o  l o n g ,  w e l l  s u s t a i n e d .

•  C r o u p :  r a t h e r  a  l i t t l e  f a l l i n g  a w a y

•  C h e s t :  o f  m e d i u m  d e p t h . 

BODY

•  N o t  e x t e n d i n g  t o o  m u c h  b e y o n d  t h e  h o c k  a n d  d e f i n i t e l y  w i t h o u t 

         a  h o o k . 

TAIL
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LIMBS
•  F O R E Q U A R T E R S

•  S h o u l d e r  a n d  u p p e r  a r m :  s l i g h t l y  o b l i q u e .

•  F o r e a r m :  s t r o n g  a n d  w e l l  m u s c l e d .

•  F o r e f o o t :  r o u n d ,  a  l i t t l e  b r o a d  b u t  n o t  f l a t ,  w e l l  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  h a i r  i n 

         b e t w e e n  t i g h t l y  c l o s e d  t o e s .

•  H I N D Q U A R T E R S

•  U p p e r  t h i g h s :  w e l l  m u s c l e d .

•  L o w e r  t h i g h s :  l o n g  a n d  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  p r o f u s e  f r i n g e s .

•  H o c k s :  b e n t  w i t h o u t  e x a g g e r a t i o n  a n d  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  f r i n g e s  f r o m  t h e 

         h o c k  t o  t h e  f o o t .

•  H i n d  f e e t :  r o u n d ,  a  l i t t l e  b r o a d  b u t  n o t  f l a t ,  w e l l  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  h a i r  i n 

         b e t w e e n  t i g h t l y  c l o s e d  t o e s . 
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COAT

SIZE
•  H e i g h t  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s :  5 7  t o  6 2  c m  f o r  t h e  m a l e s , 

         5 5 - 5 0  c m  f o r  t h e  f e m a l e s . 

         A  t o l e r a n c e  o f  + / -  2  c m  i s  a l l o w e d ,  b u t  n o t  d e s i r e d . 

•  H a i r  :  f l a t ;  o r  s l i g h t l y  w a v y :  l e g s  a n d  t a i l  w e l l  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  f r i n g e s .

•  C o l o u r :  g r e y  b l a c k  s p e c k l e d  f o r m i n g  a  b l u i s h  s h a d e ,  w i t h  b l a c k  p a t c h e s .
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FAULTS : 
A FEW IMPORTANT POINTS

•  S k u l l :  t o o  n a r r o w  -  l a c k i n g  c h i s e l l i n g . 

•  M u z z l e :  p o i n t e d . 

•  E a r s :  l e a t h e r  s h o r t ,  s e t  t o o  h i g h  a n d  t o o  t h i n . 

•  C h e s t :  r i b s  t o o  f l a t  o r  t o o  r o u n d . 

•  F e e t :  f l a t ,  s p l a y e d  o r  t o o  b r o a d 

•  A g g r e s s i v e  o r  f e a r f u l  d o g .

S .  Gui lber t  :  The absence o f  teeth  i s  a  par t icu lar ly  sens i t ive  problem in 

P icardy  B lue spanie l .  The lack i s  not  on ly  on the premolars , 

but  on  the molars . 

The c lub has  there fore  implemented a  new res t r ic t ion  :  absence o f  a 

canine or  absence o f  2  inc i sors  o r  lack o f  more than two others  (PM 

or  M)  wi thout  tak ing in to  account  PM1 and M3.  We can see that  the 

se lect ion  i s  moving in  the r ight  d i rect ion .

FAULTS : 
DISQUALIFYING FAULTS
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