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Brief historical 
summary

T h e  F r e n c h  B u l l d o g  p r o c e e d s ,  l i k e  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r  t h e 

E n g l i s h  B u l l d o g ,  f r o m  a  s p e c i a l i za t i o n  o f  t h e  b u t c h e r 

d o g  f u n c t i o n ,  f o r  a n i m a l  f i g h t i n g  s h o w s :  t h e  d o g s  f a c e d 

b u l l s ,  b e a r s ,  o t h e r  a n i m a l s ,  o r  c o n g e n e r s .  T h e s e  s h o w s 

t o o k  o f f  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  F r a n c e  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y , 

p r o b a b l y  f a v o r i n g  t h e  i m p o r t  o f  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s . 

T h e  “ B o u l e ”  i s  a  f i g u r e  o f  Pa r i s i a n  l i f e  i n  t h e  1 9 t h 

c e n t u r y ,  a n c h o r e d  i n  a  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  b a c k g r o u n d 

w h i l e  a l s o  a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  e l i t e  b y  i t s  o r i g i n a l 

a p p e a r a n c e .  S m a l l  s u b j e c t s  a p p e a r e d  i n  e x h i b i t i o n s  o n 

b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  C h a n n e l ;  F r e n c h  s t o c k  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n 

t h e  s t r a i g h t - e a r e d  v e r s i o n ,  w h i c h  a r o u s e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

i n t e r e s t  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .
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•  A  p o w e r f u l  d o g  f o r  i t s  s m a l l  s i z e ,  s h o r t ,  s t o c k y ,  c o m p a c t  i n  a l l  i t s 

p r o p o r t i o n s ,  o f  a  c o m p a c t  b u i l d  w i t h  a  s o l i d  b o n e  s t r u c t u r e .

•  N o  p o i n t  i s  e x a g g e r a t e d  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r s ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  s p o i l 

t h e  d o g ’s  g e n e r a l  h a r m o n y ,  i n  a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  i n  m o v e m e n t .

GENERAL 
APPEARANCE
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E .  Waget  :  the  F rench Bu l ldog,  as  a  smal l  moloss ian  breed,  i s  a  power fu l  dog in  a  reduced 
s i ze ;  s tocky,  that ’ s  there fore  the most  impor tant  word to  character i ze  i t . 

Bu t  a l l  excess  i s  p roh ib i ted:  i t  i s  not  a  s luggish  dog;  i t  i s  an  act ive ,  spark l ing,  happy and 
energet ic  dog.  Success ive  rev i s ions  o f  the  s tandard have removed every th ing that  would 

a l low the express ion  o f  a  hyper type. 

So ,  le t ’ s  say  i t  :  se lect ing the F rench Bu l ldog in  compl iance wi th  the FCI  s tandard makes  i t 
poss ib le  to  produce heal thy  subjects .
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PROPORTIONS

P
a

g
e

 | P
ro

p
o

r
t

io
n

s

•  T h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  b o d y  s l i g h t l y  s u r p a s s e s  t h e  h e i g h t  a t 

          t h e  w i t h e r s

E .  Waget  :  i t  i s  not  a  cob dog,  that  i s  to 
say that  i t s  s i lhouet te  does  not  f i t  in to 

a  square.  Bu t  i t  i s  cer ta in ly  not  long nor 
s lender .
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•  M u s t  b e  s t r o n g ,  b r o a d  a n d  s q u a r e ,  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  s k i n  o f  t h e 

         h e a d  w h i c h  f o r m s  s y m m e t r i c a l  f o l d s  a n d  w r i n k l e s ,  w i t h o u t 

         e x c e s s .

C R A N I A L  R E G I O N

•  S k u l l :  B r o a d ,  a l m o s t  f l a t ,  d o m e d  f o r e h e a d .  P r o e m i n e n t  

          s u p e r c i l i a r y  a r c h e s ,  s e p a r a t e d  b y  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e v e l o p e d  f u r r o w 

         b e t w e e n  t h e  e y e s .  T h e  f u r r o w  m u s t  n o t  e x t e n d  o n t o  t h e  s k u l l .

•  S t o p :  p r o n o u n c e d .

E .  Waget  :  s imi la r ly ,  there  shou ld  be noth ing excess ive  in  head; 

the muzz le  i s  shor t .  Seen f rom the f ront ,  the  F rench Bu l ldog must 

have a  square head,  and not  a  b ig ,  touching,  round face as  we 

have seen at  some poin t  in  many subjects ,  but  wh ich i s  fo r tunate ly 

no longer  re levant .  The re ference i s  a lways  the molosso id  type;  a 

seemingly  somewhat  s in i s te r  express ion  there fore  conforms.
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FA C I A L  R E G I O N

•  T h e  h e a d  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a  s h o r t e n i n g  o f  t h e  m a x i l l a r y - n a s a l  p a r t .  T h e  n o s e  i s  s l i g h t l y  

         u p t u r n e d  ( “ s n u b  n o s e ” ) .

•  N o s e :  b l a c k ,  b r o a d ,  s n u b b e d ,  w i t h  s y m m e t r i c a l  a n d  w e l l  o p e n e d  n o s t r i l s ,  s l a n t i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  r e a r. 

•  M u z z l e :  v e r y  s h o r t ,  b r o a d ,  w i t h  c o n c e n t r i c  s y m m e t r i c a l  f o l d s .

E .  Waget  :  the  shor t  muzz le  i s  an  impor tant  rac ia l  character i s t ic ,  but  again 

there  shou ld  not  be excess ;  wh ich a l lows ,  w i th  wel l  open nos t r i l s ,  normal  nasa l 

b reath ing.  The fo lds  shou ld  not  be in  excess ,  ne i ther  too th ick ,  nor  too deep.  In 

th i s  regard,  i t  can be noted that  the  F rench s tock i s  genera l ly  not  hyper typed. 

For  10  years ,  we have been work ing a long these l ines ,  and the resu l t  i s  there .

•  L i p s :  t h i c k ,  a  l i t t l e  l o o s e  a n d  b l a c k .  T h e  p r o f i l e  o f  t h e  u p p e r  l i p  i s  d e s c e n d i n g  a n d  r o u n d e d . 

         T h e  t o n g u e  m u s t  n e v e r  s h o w  w h e n  t h e  d o g  i s  n o t  e x c i t e d . 

•  J a w s / Te e t h :  B r o a d  a n d  p o w e r f u l ,  w i t h o u t  l a t e r a l  d e v i a t i o n  o r  t o r s i o n .  T h e  l o w e r  j a w  p r o j e c t s

          i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  u p p e r  j a w  a n d  t u r n s  u p .  T h e  l o w e r  i n c i s o r s  s u r p a s s  t h e  u p p e r  i n c i s o r s .  T h e  g a p 

         s h o u l d  n o t  b e  s t r i c t l y  d e l i m i t e d ,  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  c o n d i t i o n  b e i n g  t h a t  t h e  u p p e r  a n d  t h e  l o w e r 

         l i p s  m e e t  t o  c o m p l e t e l y  c o v e r  t h e  t e e t h
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HEAD

•  C h e e k s :  w e l l  d e v e l o p e d .

•  E y e s :  s e t  l o w ,  d a r k  c o l o u r e d ,  r a t h e r  l a r g e ,  r o u n d e d ,  s h o w i n g  n o  t r a c e  o f  w h i t e  ( s c l e r a )  w h e n 

         t h e  d o g  i s  l o o k i n g  s t r a i g h t  f o r w a r d .  R i m s  o f  e y e l i d s  m u s t  b e  b l a c k .

E .  Waget  :  the  gap o f  the  inc isor  a rches  must  remain  moderate  and the lower 

jaw must  be curved and not  f la t ,  so  that  the  tongue f inds  i t s  p lace and the teeth 

are  h idden,  mouth  c losed.  I t  i s  not  on ly  an aes thet ic  c r i te r ion ;  v i s ib le  teeth 

cou ld  be d isabl ing fo r  feeding,  o r  fo r  tak ing care  o f  puppies  fo r  a  female

E .  Waget  :  eyes  shou ld  be round,  but  shou ld  not  be bu lg ing

•  E a r s :  m e d i u m  s i z e ,  w i d e  a t  t h e  b a s e  a n d  r o u n d e d  a t  t h e  t o p .  S e t  h i g h  o n  t h e  h e a d ,  b u t  n o t  t o o 

         c l o s e  t o g e t h e r,  c a r r i e d  e r e c t .

E .  Waget  :  the  ears  were  prev ious ly  la rger  and f iner  in  tex tu re  th roughout  the 

s tock.  I t  i s  necessary  to  endeavor  to  main ta in  th i s  feature  which has  been 

somewhat  degraded fo l lowing the in fus ion  o f  genes  l inked to  the fawn coat , 

accepted to  the FCI  s tandard in  1994 .  I t  i s  l ikewise  appropr ia te  to  complete ly 

e l iminate  d iamond-shaped fo lds  on the s tock.  fo rehead,  wh ich had appeared 

on cer ta in  subjects .
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•   S h o r t ,  p o w e r f u l ,  s l i g h t l y  a r c h e d ,  w i t h o u t  d e w l a p ,  b r o a d e n s  t o w a r d s  t h e  s h o u l d e r.

BODY
•  To p l i n e :  r i s i n g  p r o g r e s s i v e l y ,  b u t  n o t  e x c e s s i v e l y ,  f r o m  t h e  w i t h e r s  ( “ r o a c h -  b a c k ” ) .

E .  Waget  :  cur rent ly ,  th i s  character i s t ic  o f  the  F rench Bu l ldog unfor tunate ly 

tends  to  get  los t .

•  B a c k :  b r o a d  a n d  m u s c u l a r,  f i r m  w i t h o u t  s l a c k n e s s . 

•  L o i n :  s h o r t ,  b r o a d  a n d  a r c h e d .

•  C r o u p :  w e l l  s l o p i n g . 

•  C h e s t :  C y l i n d r i c a l  a n d  w e l l  l e t  d o w n  ( s l i g h t l y  u n d e r  t h e  e l b o w s ) ;  v e r y  w e l l  s p r u n g  r i b s . 

         F o r e  c h e s t ,  b r o a d  a n d  s q u a r e - s h a p e d ,  s e e n  f r o m  t h e  f r o n t .

•  U n d e r l i n e  a n d  b e l l y :  Tu c k e d  u p  b u t  n o t  w h i p p e t y .
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TAIL

•  N a t u r a l l y  s h o r t ,  s e t  l o w ,  r a t h e r  s t r a i g h t ,  t h i c k  a t  t h e  b a s e  a n d  t a p e r i n g  a t 

         t h e  t i p . 

•  A  k i n k e d ,  k n o t t e d ,  b r o k e n  o r  r e l a t i v e l y  l o n g  t a i l  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  r e a c h 

         b e y o n d  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  h o c k s ,  i s  a d m i t t e d .  I t  i s  c a r r i e d  l o w . 

         E v e n  i n  a c t i o n ,  t h e  t a i l  m u s t  n o t  r i s e  a b o v e  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l . 
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E .  Waget  :  the  typ ica l  F rench Bu l ldog ta i l ,  wh ich goes  wi th  a 

n ice croup,  i s  the  shor t  ra t  ta i l .  Bu t  cur rent ly  the vas t  major i ty  o f 

subjects  have an even shor te r  ta i l ,  wh ich somet imes  leads  to  an 

ingrown ta i l .  Retu rn ing to  a  s l ight ly  longer  ta i l  i s  des i rab le ;  but 

i t ’ s  not  easy ,  because the genet ic  pool  to  do so  now seems to  be 

lack ing.
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F O R E Q U A R T E R S

•  F o r e l e g s  u p r i g h t  ( a n d  s t r a i g h t )  s e e n  i n  p r o f i l e  a n d  f r o m  t h e 

         f r o n t .

•  S h o u l d e r :  m u s t  b e  w e l l  l a i d  b a c k .

•  U p p e r  a r m :  S h o r t ,  t h i c k ,  m u s c u l a r,  s l i g h t l y  c u r v e d .

•  E l b o w s :  C l o s e  a n d  t i g h t  t o  t h e  b o d y .

•  F o r e a r m :  S h o r t ,  s t r a i g h t  a n d  m u s c u l a r.

•  F o r e f e e t :  R o u n d ,  c o m p a c t ,  i . e .  « c a t  f e e t » ,  t u r n i n g  s l i g h t l y 

         o u t w a r d . 

LIMBS
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E .  Waget  :  actue l lement ,  cet te  caractér i s t ique 

du Bou ledogue F rançais  a  malheureusement 

tendance à se  perdre .

H I N D Q U A R T E R S

•  S t r o n g  a n d  m u s c u l a r,  a  l i t t l e  l o n g e r  t h a n  t h e  f o r e l e g s ,  t h u s 

         r a i s i n g  t h e  h i n d q u a r t e r s . 

•  T h e  l e g s  a r e  u p r i g h t  a s  s e e n  b o t h  i n  p r o f i l e  a n d  f r o m  b e h i n d .

•  T h i g h :  w e l l  m u s c l e d ,  f i r m .

•  H o c k  j o i n t :  q u i t e  w e l l  l e t  d o w n ,  n e i t h e r  t o o  a n g u l a t e d  n o r 

         t o o  s t r a i g h t .

•  H i n d  f e e t :  R o u n d ,  c o m p a c t ,  t u r n i n g  n e i t h e r  i n w a r d  n o r 

         o u t w a r d .

G A I T/ M O V E M E N T

•  F r e e ,  p o w e r f u l  a n d  s m o o t h  m o v e m e n t .

S K I N

•  F i r m .
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E .  Waget  :  the  br ind le  shou ld  not  be so  dark  as 

to  appear  b lack.  We shou ld  a lways  be able  to 

d i s t ingu ish  the fawn background o f  the  coat .

E .  Waget  :  th i s  coat  i s  d i f f icu l t  to  produce in  a l l  i t s  excel lence; 

the  co lor  patches  must  be br ind le ,  and the whi te  f ree f rom 

f lecks .  The whi te  var iegat ion  must  occupy at  leas t  50% of  the 

coat .  Bu t  a  whi te  body wi th  on ly  a  br ind le  head or  a  br ind le 

saddle ,  i f  admi t ted,  i s  not  to  be sought  a f te r .

 COAT
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B R I N D L E D  W I T H  M O D E R AT E  O R  I M P O R TA N T  W H I T E  S P OT T I N G  ( “ P I E D ” )

•  T h e  s p o t t i n g  b e i n g  i d e a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  s u b j e c t .

H A I R

•  S m o o t h  c o a t ,  c l o s e ,  g l o s s y  a n d  s o f t ,  w i t h o u t  u n d e r c o a t .

CO LO U R

•  Fa w n ,  b r i n d l e d  o r  n o t ,  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  w h i t e  s p o t t i n g

B R I N D L E 

•  s t r o n g l y  b r i n d l e d  c o a t s  m u s t  n o t  c o v e r  o u t  t h e  f a w n  g r o u n d 

c o l o u r.  L i m i t e d  w h i t e  s p o t t i n g  i s  a d m i s s i b l e .
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COAT
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•  Fa w n  w i t h  m o d e r a t e  o r  i m p o r t a n t  w h i t e  s p o t t i n g  ( “ f a w n  a n d  w h i t e ” ) : 

t h e  s p o t t i n g  b e i n g  i d e a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  d o g . 

•  T h e  a l l - w h i t e  s u b j e c t s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  e d g e  o f  e y e l i d s  a n d  n o s e  a r e  b l a c k 

–  a r e  a d m i t t e d  b u t  n o t  b r e d  f o r . 

E .  Waget  :  cur rent ly  the CBF  has  not  i s sued any 

ban on the mat ing o f  coat  co lours .  I t  i s  however 

recommended to  come back regu lar ly  to  mate the 

p ied and the fawn wi th  the br ind le ,  wh ich,  a l though 

unfor tunate ly  out  o f  fash ion,  i s  the  h i s to r ic  coat  o f 

the  breed;  both  to  main ta in  the type,  and not  lose 

good p igmentat ion  o f  the  edges  o f  the  eyel ids ,  the 

nose and the na i l s .

FA W N

•  S o l i d  c o a t ,  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  a  b l a c k  m a s k  ( a l t h o u g h  m a s k e d  s u b j e c t s 

a r e  p r e f e r r e d ) .  S o m e t i m e s  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  l i m i t e d  w h i t e  s p o t t i n g .

E .  Waget  :  cur rent ly  the fawn coat  s t i l l  too  o f ten  presents 

b lackened over lay ;  i t  shou ld  be cor rected.
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SIZE
•  H e i g h t  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s :  m a l e s :  2 7 – 3 5  c m .  F e m a l e s :  2 4 – 3 2  c m .  A  d e v i a t i o n 

o f  1  c m  a b o v e  a n d  b e l o w  t h e  s t a n d a r d  i s  t o l e r a t e d .

•  W e i g h t :  m a l e s :  9 – 1 4  k g .  F e m a l e s :  8 – 1 3  k g .  5 0 0  g  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  s t a n d a r d 

w e i g h t  i s  a l l o w e d  w h e n  t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  t y p i c a l .

P
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e

E .  Waget  :  to  enforce the measurements ,  s i ze  and 

weight ,  the  range o f  wh ich i s  a l ready broad enough 

in  the s tandard,  the  CBF  has  long implemented a 

po l icy  o f  moni to r ing these measurements  dur ing 

impor tant  shows fo r  the  se lect ion .  The F rench s tock i s 

now more homogeneous  in  s ta tu re  than i t  was  th i r ty 

years  ago.
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FAULTS : 
A FEW IMPORTANT POINTS
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•  S t r o n g l y  f l e c k e d  w i t h  b l a c k  b r i n d l e  w i t h  w h i t e  c o a t 

•  Fa w n  a n d  w h i t e  c o a t  s t r o n g l y  r e d  s p e c k l e d . 

•  I n  f a w n  c o a t s ,  d e e p  b l a c k  t r a c e  e x t e n d i n g  a l o n g  t h e  s p i n e . 

•  W h i t e  s t o c k i n g s  i n  b r i n d l e s  a n d  f a w n s .

S E V E R E  FA U LTS

•  O v e r t y p e d ,  e x a g g e r a t e d  b r e e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 

•  M u z z l e  t o o  l o n g  o r  e x c e s s i v e l y  s h o r t . 

•  To n g u e  v i s i b l e  w h e n  m o u t h  i s  c l o s e d . 

•  E x c e s s i v e  d e p i g m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i p s ,  n o s e ,  e y e l i d s .

•  P i n c e r  b i t e . 

D I S Q U A L I F Y I N G  FA U LTS

•      A g g r e s s i v e  o r  o v e r l y  s h y  d o g .

E .  Waget  :  the  F rench Bu l ldog i s  an  essent ia l ly  fami ly  dog; 

in  dog show,  you have to  be ru th less  towards  a  subject 

who would  b i te  o r  even on ly  pre tend to  p inch.  But  the  case 

would  be rare ,  because the cur rent  s tock does  not  show 

any problem of  character .

•  L a c k s  t y p e .

•  C o m p l e t e l y  c l o s e d  n o s t r i l s . 

•  To r s i o n  o r  l a t e r a l  d e v i a t i o n  o f  t h e  j a w ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  t o n g u e 

         c o n s t a n t l y  b e i n g  v i s i b l e .

•  D o g  w i t h  l o w e r  i n c i s o r s  a r t i c u l a t i n g  b e h i n d  u p p e r  i n c i s o r s . 

•  D o g  w i t h  p e r m a n e n t l y  v i s i b l e  c a n i n e s  ( f a n g s ) ,  m o u t h  b e i n g  c l o s e d . 

•  C o l o u r  o f  n o s e  o t h e r  t h a n  b l a c k . 

•  E a r s  n o t  c a r r i e d  e r e c t . 

•  R e v e r s e d  h o c k . 

•  C o l o u r  n o t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  w h a t  i s  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  s t a n d a r d .

E .  Waget  :  we see in  cer ta in  product ions  outs ide o f  the 

o f f ic ia l  cynophi l ia ,  b lack and tan,  g ray,  b rown,  mer le 

coats ,  obta ined by cross ing wi th  o ther  b reeds .  They 

obv ious ly  do not  conform to  the s tandard and the i r 

acceptance i s  unth inkable

•  R e s p i r a t o r y  d i s t r e s s .
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