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Brief Historical 
summary

I n  i t s  r o l e  o f  c o m p a n i o n  d o g  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  w o m e n  o f  t h e 

a r i s t o c r a t i c  a n d  m i d d l e - c l a s s  e l i t e ,  t h e  To y  s p a n i e l  a p p e a r e d 

i n  W e s t e r n  i c o n o g r a p h y  a r o u n d  t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y ,  c l o s e  t o  i t s 

c u r r e n t  f o r m s  a n d  c o l o r s .  I t  i s  t h u s  f r e q u e n t l y  p r e s e n t  i n  f e m a l e 

p o r t r a i t s ,  u n d e r  t h e  b r u s h  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p a i n t e r s .  S u p p l a n t e d 

b y  o t h e r  s m a l l  b r e e d s  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a  “c o n t i n e n t a l ” 

b r e e d ,  s o  c a l l e d  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  i t  f r o m  i t s  E n g l i s h  c o u n t e r p a r t s 

t h e  C a v a l i e r  a n d  K i n g  C h a r l e s ,  w e n t  o n  i n  t h e  c y n o p h i l i s t  e r a 

u n d e r  t w o  v a r i e t i e s ,  w i t h  e r e c t  a n d  d r o o p i n g  e a r s ,  i n  F r a n c e 

a n d  i n  B e l g i u m .  T h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  t h u s  c o - h o l d e r s  o f  t h e 

s t a n d a r d .
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GENERAL 
APPEARANCE

S .  Mignon:  the  e legance o f  the 
s i lhouet te  i s  notably  due to  the l imbs 
and the neckl ine ;  care  must  taken to 

ensure  that  they are  not  too shor t . 
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S m a l l  d e  l u x e  To y  s p a n i e l ,  w i t h  l o n g  h a i r ,  l i v e l y  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  g r a c e f u l 

y e t  r o b u s t ,  p r o u d  c a r r i a g e  w i t h  a n  e a s y  a n d  e l e g a n t  g a i t .  H i s  b o d y  i s 

s o m e w h a t  l o n g e r  t h a n  h i g h .

P r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  l i g h t e r  a n d  s h o r t e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  S p a n i e l  o f  l a r g e  o r 

m e d i u m  s i z e .

HEAD
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•  V a r i e t y  w i t h  h a n g i n g  e a r s  ( P h a l è n e ) :  t h e  e a r  i s  s e t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r 

         t h a n  t h e  e y e  l i n e ,  q u i t e  m o b i l e ,  g a r n i s h e d  w i t h  w a v y  h a i r  w h i c h  m a y   

         r e a c h  q u i t e  a  g r e a t  l e n g t h .

•  V a r i e t y  w i t h  e r e c t  e a r s  ( Pa p i l l o n ) :  t h e  e a r  i s  s e t  h i g h ,  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s i d e . 

         T h e  i n n e r  e d g e  f o r m i n g  a n  a n g l e  o f  a p p r o x .  4 5 ° .  I n  n o  c a s e  m u s t  t h e  e a r      

         p o i n t  u p w a r d s .  T h e  i n s i d e  i s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  f i n e ,  w a v y  h a i r s ,  t h e  o u t e r 

         f a c e  w i t h  l o n g  h a i r  f o r m i n g  h a n g i n g  f r i n g e s  e x t e n d i n g  w e l l  b e y o n d  t h e 

         e d g e s  o f  t h e  e a r.

•  C r o s s - b r e e d i n g  o f  t h e  t w o  v a r i e t i e s  o f t e n  p r o d u c e s  s e m i - e r e c t  e a r s ,  w i t h 

         d r o o p i n g  t i p ;  t h i s  m i x e d  f o r m  o f  e a r  c a r r i a g e  i s  a  s e r i o u s  f a u l t .
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C ra n i a l  r e g i o n

•  N o t  t o o  r o u n d e d  n e i t h e r  i n  p r o f i l e  n o r  f r o m  t h e  f r o n t ,  s o m e t i m e s  

         s h o w i n g  a  s l i g h t  t r a c e  o f  m e d i a l  f u r r o w.

•  D e p r e s s i o n  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a c c e n t u a t e d .  I n  v e r y  s m a l l  d o g s ,  i t  i s 

         c l e a r l y  m a r k e d  w i t h o u t  e v e r  s h o w i n g  s u d d e n  b r e a k .

Fa c i a l  r e g i o n

•  S m a l l ,  b l a c k  a n d  r o u n d  n o s e ,  b u t  s l i g h t l y  f l a t t e n e d  o n  t o p

•  M u z z l e :  s h o r t e r  t h a n  t h e  s k u l l ,  f i n e ,  p o i n t e d ;  m u s t  n o t  b e  t u r n e d  u p . 

         S t r a i g h t  n a s a l  b r i d g e . 

•  L i p s :  s t r o n g l y  p i g m e n t e d ,  t h i n  a n d  t i g h t .

•  J a w s / Te e t h :  q u i t e  s t r o n g ,  c l o s i n g  w e l l  a n d  n o r m a l l y

 

•  To n g u e :  m u s t  n o t  b e  v i s i b l e .

•  E y e s :  d a r k  i n  c o l o u r,  r a t h e r  l a r g e ,  n o t  p r o m i n e n t ,  s e t  r a t h e r  l o w  i n  t h e 

         h e a d  ( i n n e r  c o r n e r  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s k u l l  a n d  t h e  m u z z l e ) . 

         S t r o n g l y  p i g m e n t e d  e y e l i d . 

•  T h e  e a r s  a r e  s e t  o n  r a t h e r  f a r  b a c k  o n  t h e  h e a d ,  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a p a r t  o n e 

         f r o m  t h e  o t h e r,  s o  a s  t o  r e v e a l  t h e  s l i g h t l y  r o u n d e d  s h a p e  o f  t h e  s k u l l . 

         T h e  c a r t i l a g e  m u s t  n o t  e n d  i n  a  t o o  s h a r p  p o i n t .

S .  Mignon:  the  muzz le  cur rent ly  tends  to  be a  l i t t le  too 
long;  care  must  be taken about  i t .  Bu t  overa l l ,  the  head 

type remains  wel l  p reserved in  the s tock. 

S .  Mignon:  the  absence o f  an  inc isor  i s  to le rated on each 
mandib le . 

S .  Mignon:  the  ears  o f  the  Phalène are  somet imes  too 
h igh,  too low,  o r  too s ideways .  They shou ld  in  theory 

descend a long the cheeks

S .  Mignon:  the  ear  car r iage i s  an  impor tant  c r i te r ion  o f 
race.  In  no case shou ld  they be car r ied as  a t  the  Sp i t z . 
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NECK
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•  O f  m o d e r a t e  l e n g t h ,  a  l i t t l e  a r c h e d  a t  t h e  n a p e 

S .  Mignon:  i t  may happen that  the  ta i l  se t t ing i s  too low, 
o r  that  the  i s  car r ied l ike  a  f lag,  o r  not  curved enough, 

but  th i s  i s  not  necessar i ly  v i s ib le  i f  the  p lume i s  very  th ick . 

BODY
•  To p l i n e :  n e i t h e r  t o o  s h o r t  o r  a r c h e d ,  n o r  s a d d l e d ,  w i t h o u t  h o w e v e r 

         b e i n g  f l a t

•  L o i n :  s l i g h t l y  a r c h e d

•  C h e s t :  w i d e ,  f a i r l y  w e l l  l e t  d o w n .  C i r c u m f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  t h o r a x 

         a p p r o x i m a t e l y  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  h e i g h t  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s . 

         R i b s  w e l l  a r c h e d .

•  B e l l y :  s l i g h t l y  d r a w n  u p .

S .  Mignon:  i t  i s  notably  necessary  to  check i f  the  e lbows 
are  not  detached,  o r  in  f idd le  f ront ,  wh ich i s  however 

ra rer .  Genera l ly ,  to  es t imate the morphology o f  the  dog 
(shou lders ,  ches t ,  neck,  ta i l . . . ) ,  the  judge must  put  h i s 

hands  in  the fu r ,  even i f  i t  i s  not  as  abundant  as  in  some 
other  smal l  b reeds . 

TAIL

•  S e t  q u i t e  h i g h ,  r a t h e r  l o n g ,  a b u n d a n t  f r i n g e  f o r m i n g  a  l o v e l y 

         p l u m e .  I n  a c t i o n ,  i t  i s  c a r r i e d  r a i s e d  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  b a c k  

         a n d  c u r v e d ,  t h e  e x t r e m e  t i p  m a y  t o u c h  t h e  b a c k ;  n e v e r  s h o u l d  i t 

         c u r l  o r  l i e  f l a t  o n  t h e  b a c k .
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LIMBS

•  L e g s  s t r a i g h t ,  f i r m ,  f i n e .  S e e n  e i t h e r  f r o m  t h e  f r o n t  o r  f r o m  b a c k , 

         t h e  l e g s  a r e  p a r a l l e l

F o r e q u a r t e r s

•  S h o u l d e r s :  W e l l  d e v e l o p e d ,  w e l l  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  b o d y . 

•  A r m :  o f  e q u a l  l e n g t h  a s  t h e  s h o u l d e r - b l a d e .

•  F e e t :  r a t h e r  l o n g ,  c a l l e d  «  h a r e  f e e t  » ,  w e l l - f u r n i s h e d  i n  b e t w e e n 

         w i t h  f i n e  h a i r  e x t e n d i n g  b e y o n d  t h e  t i p  o f  t h e  f o o t  a n d  f o r m i n g  a 

         p o i n t .  N a i l s :  p r e f e r a b l y  b l a c k ,  l i g h t e r  i n  t h e  d o g s  w i t h  b r o w n  o r 

         w h i t e  c o a t s  ( t h e  w h i t e  n a i l s  i n  w h i t e  d o g s  o r  i n  d o g s  w i t h  w h i t e 

         l e g s  d o  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a  f a u l t  i f  t h e  d o g  i s  o t h e r w i s e  w e l l 

         p i g m e n t e d ) . 

H i n d q u a r t e r s 

•  H o c k j o i n t :  n o r m a l l y  a n g u l a t e d .

•  F e e t :  r a t h e r  l o n g ,  c a l l e d  «  h a r e  f e e t  » . 

         S a m e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  t h e  f o r e f e e t .
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GAIT / MOVEMENT
•  P r o u d ,  f r e e ,  e a s y  a n d  e l e g a n t .
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COAT

H a i r

•  T h e  c o a t ,  w i t h o u t  u n d e r c o a t ,  i s  a b u n d a n t ,  g l o s s y ,  w a v y  ( n o t 

         c u r l y ) .

•  T h e  h a i r s  a r e  i n s e r t e d  f l a t .

•  T h e  h a i r  i s  s h o r t  o n  t h e  f a c e ,  t h e  m u z z l e ,  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  l e g s  a n d 

          t h e  u n d e r n e a t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o c k .

•  O f  m e d i u m  l e n g t h  o n  t h e  b o d y ,  i t  g e t s  l o n g e r  o n  t h e  n e c k  t o  f o r m 

          a  r u f f  a n d  j a b o t ,  d e s c e n d i n g  i n  w a v e s  o n  t h e  c h e s t ;  f o r m i n g 

          f r i n g e s  a t  t h e  e a r s  a n d  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  f o r e l e g s ;  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f 

          t h e  t h i g h s ,  a n  a m p l e  c u l o t t e .

S .  Mignon:  the  ha i r  fo rms beaut i fu l  o rnaments  on  the ears , 
the  jabot ,  the  p lume,  but  i t  does  not  d rag on the ground; 
i t s  length  does  not  exceed 7 .5  cm.  Some dogs  have too 

much ha i r ,  and in  th i s  case,  i t s  qual i ty  su f fe rs :  the  coat  i s 
too th in ,  wh ich i s  penal i zed.  On the o ther  hand,  poor  ha i r 

condi t ion ,  outs ide o f  moul t ing per iods ,  i s  a  ra rer  fau l t . 
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C o l o u r

•  O n  t h e  b o d y  a n d  l e g s ,  t h e  w h i t e  m u s t  b e  d o m i n a n t  i n  r e l a t i o n 

         t o  t h e  co l o u r. 

•  T h e  w h i t e  o n  t h e  h e a d  p r e f e ra b l y  e xt e n d e d  b y  a  m o r e  o r  l e s s 

         w i d e  b l a ze ,  b u t  d o m i n a n t  w h i te  o n  t h e  h ea d  co n st i t u te s  a  fa u l t .

S .  Mignon:  there  i s  not  a  lo t  o f  co lor  on  the body,  but 
the  oppos i te  excess ,  the  invas ive whi te ,  i s  penal i zed; 

yet  we see dogs  whose bodies  are  too whi te ;  care 
must  be taken about  i t .  Th i s  i s  a l so  the case in  head; 

and when the whi te  over f lows  on the ears ,  i t  cou ld 
cause a  problem of  deafness .  Body a l l  wh i te ,  more 

than 50% of  co lor ,  head wi th  dominant  wh i te ,  mus t  be 
exc luded f rom the CACS award. 

But  we must  a l so  be care fu l ,  in  the  Papi l lon ,  to  keep 
the l i s t  in  head;  a t  equal  qual i ty ,  in  judgment  we 

pre fer  a  wel l  l i s ted subject ;  in  theory ,  th i s  i s  a l so  the 
case wi th  the Phalène,  but  usual ly  we do not  take 
in to  account  the  l i s t  in  judgement ,  g iven the smal l 

s i ze  o f  the  s tock.
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SIZE AND WEIGHT
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•  H e i g h t  a t  t h e  w i t h e r s :  a b o u t  2 8  c m

•  W e i g h t :  t w o  c a t e g o r i e s : 

•  L e s s  t h a n  2 , 5  k g  f o r  m a l e s  a n d  f e m a l e s .  M i n i m u m  w e i g h t :  1 , 5  k g

•  F r o m  2 , 5  k g  t o  4 , 5  k i l o s  f o r  m a l e s ,  f r o m  2 , 5  k g  t o  5  k g  f o r  f e m a l e s .

S .  Mignon:  s i ze  i s  cur rent ly  a  concern ;  about  th i r ty 
years  ago,  i t  was  l imi ted to  28  cm at  the  wi thers . 

We have moved in to  the s tandard at  a round 28  cm, 
but  th i s  norm tends  to  be more and more exceeded 
in  some count r ies .  The two s i ze  categor ies  must  be 
main ta ined and respected;  in  F rance,  we would  be 
favourable ,  fo r  th i s  reason,  to  the in t roduct ion  o f  a 

s i ze  in fo rmat ion  in  the s tandard:  a t  12  months ,  21  to 
24  cm for  a  smal l  subject ,  25  to  28  cm for  a  la rger 

one. 

In  judgment ,  i t  i s  not  necessary  a t  leas t  to  pr iv i lege 
exclus ive ly  the subjects  o f  more than 2 ,5  kg,  a t  the 

r i sk  o f  see ing d i sappear  the smal l  subjects  under  2 ,5 
kg,  wh ich cons t i tu te  the essence o f  the  breed:  i t  i s 

necessary  to  remember  that  i t  i s  a  toy  spanie l  !     
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FAULTS :
SOME IMPORTANTS POINTS

•  S k u l l  f l a t ,  a p p l e - s h a d e d  a n d  b u l g i n g  a s  i n  t h e  s m a l l  E n g l i s h  To y 

         S p a n i e l s . 

•  S t o p  t o o  m u c h  o r  i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  a c c e n t u a t e d . 

•  N o s e  n o t  b l a c k . 

•  M u z z l e  a r c h e d  o r  h o l l o w. 

•  D e p i g m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i p s  a n d  t h e  e d g e s  o f  t h e  e y e l i d s .

•  O v e r s h o t  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  u n d e r s h o t  m o u t h . 

•  E y e  s m a l l ,  t o o  r o u n d ,  p r o m i n e n t ,  l i g h t  i n  c o l o u r.

•  R o a c h  o r  s a d d l e  b a c k . 

•  F o r e l e g s  b o w e d . 

•  H i n d q u a r t e r s ,  w h i c h ,  s e e n  f r o m  t h e  b a c k ,  a r e  o u t  o f  t h e  v e r t i c a l . 

•  F e e t  t u r n i n g  i n w a r d s  o r  o u t w a r d s . 

•  C o a t  p o o r,  w o o l l y  h a i r,  h a i r  p l a n t e d  s t r a i g h t ,  u n d e r c o a t . 

ELIMINATING FAULTS

•  A g r e s s i v e  o r  o v e r l y  s h y.

S .  Mignon:  we somet imes  not ice some dogs  a  l i t t le 
shy ,  but  overa l l  the  character  remains  excel lent  in 

the  s tock. 

•  P i n k  o r  p i n k  s p o t t e d  n o s e .

•  Ex c e s s i v e  p r o g n a t h i s m ,  o v e r s h o t  o r  u n d e r s h o t 

•  To n g u e  p a r a l y z e d  o r  c o n s t a n t l y  v i s i b l e .



S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

.  S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s  .

CONTINENTAL TOY 
SPANIEL


