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c o m e m n t e d  s t a n d a r d

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

Brief historical 
summary

T h e  A r t o i s  H o u n d  h a s  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  s i n c e  a t  l e a s t  t h e  1 7 t h 

c e n t u r y  a s  a  s c e n t h o u n d  v a r i e t y  m a i n l y  d e d i c a t e d  t o  h a r e 

h u n t i n g .  I t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  ‘ ’ b r i q u e t s ’ ’,  v e n e r y  h o u n d s  u s e d  o n 

s m a l l  g a m e ,  i n t e r m e d i a t e  b e t w e e n  l a r g e  h o u n d s  a n d  b a s s e t s . 

I n t e r b r e e d i n g  e p i s o d e s  w i t h  E n g l i s h  h o u n d s  a n d  a  h o m o l o g o u s 

v a r i e t y ,  t h e  N o r m a n  h o u n d ,  a r e  m e n t i o n e d .  I n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y , 

i t  w a s  s t i l l  f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d ,  i n  i t s  r e g i o n  o f  o r i g i n  a n d  b e y o n d , 

a n d  p r e s e n t  i n  d o g  s h o w s  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  2 0 t h :  E r n e s t 

L e v o i r  ( S o m m e )  a n d  A u g u s t e  M a l l a r t  ( Pa s - d e - C a l a i s )  f o u n d e d 

t w o  i m p o r t a n t  l i n e a g e s .  B u t  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I I , 

t h e  A r t o i s  H o u n d  d i s a p p e a r e d .  I n  t h e  1 9 7 0 s ,  t h e  b r e e d  w a s 

r e f o r m e d  b y  A n d r é  A u d r é c h y ,  J o s e p h  M a n c i n i  a n d  J o s e t t e  P i l a t .
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c o m e m n t e d  s t a n d a r d

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

GENERAL 
APPEARANCE B.  Rousset  :  the  Ar to i s  Hound i s  bu i l t 

to  excel  in  i t s  funct ion ,  as  i t  p roves 
on the ground:  that  o f  a  hound not 

very  fas t  but  w i th  a  great  endurance.
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•  W e l l  c o n s t r u c t e d  d o g ,  m u s c l e d  a n d  n o t  t o o  l o n g , 

g i v i n g  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  s t r e n g t h  a n d  e n e r g y .
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c o m e m n t e d  s t a n d a r d

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

PROPORTIONS
B.  Rousset  :  the  propor t ions  ind icate  that  in  accordance wi th  th i s 

funct ion ,  i t  i s  not  fo r  the  Ar to i s  Hound to  be e legant .  I t  i s  ne i ther  long 

nor  s lender ,  but  ra ther  s tocky,  qu i te  shor t ,  the  body i s  a lmost  square-

shaped,  especia l ly  fo r  the  male ;  that  o f  the  female  may be s l ight ly 

longer .  I t  thus  per fect ly  embodies  the B r iquet  type.

•  S i z e / L e n g t h  o f  b o d y  b e t w e e n  1 0 : 1 0  a n d  1 0 : 1 1

•  D e p t h  o f  c h e s t  /  S i z e  b e t w e e n  1 : 2

•  W i d t h  o f  s k u l l / L e n g t h  o f  h e a d  b e t w e e n  5 : 9

•  L e n g t h  o f  m u z z l e / L e n g t h  o f  s k u l l  b e t w e e n  8 : 1 0 .
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c o m e m n t e d  s t a n d a r d

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e
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C ra n i a l  r e g i o n

•  S k u l l :  s t r o n g ,  b r o a d ,  q u i t e  s h o r t ,  r o u n d e d  a n d  f l a t  a t  i t s  u p p e r 

             p a r t  b u t  w i t h  t h e  o c c i p i t a l  p r o t u b e r a n c e  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  p r o n o u n c e d

•  S t o p :  a c c e n t u a t e d .

Fa c i a l  r e g i o n

•  N o s e  :  b l a c k ,  s t r o n g ,  w i t h  w e l l  o p e n e d  n o s t r i l s .

•  M u z z l e :  s t r a i g h t  a n d ,  s e e n  i n  p r o f i l e ,  m o d e r a t e l y  e l o n g a t e d .

•  L i p s  :  t h e  u p p e r  l i p  l a r g e l y  c o v e r i n g  t h e  l o w e r  l i p  a n d  m u s t  b e 

          r a t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  s o  a s  t o  g i v e  a  s q u a r e  s h a p e  t o  t h e  e x t r e m i t y  o f 

         t h e  m u z z l e ,  s e e n  i n  p r o f i l e

•   J a w s / Te e t h :  s c i s s o r  b i t e

•  E y e s :  n o t  v e r y  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r,  r o u n d ,  l e v e l  w i t h  t h e  h e a d  s u r f a c e , 

         d a r k  b r o w n  i n  c o l o u r.  T h e  m u c o u s  m e m b r a n e s  o f  t h e  l o w e r  l i d s       

         m u s t  n o t  b e  v i s i b l e

•  L e a t h e r s :  s e t  a t  e y e  l e v e l ,  a  l i t t l e  t h i c k ,  b r o a d ,  r o u n d  a t  t h e  t i p , 

         a l m o s t  f l a t  a n d  q u i t e  l o n g  ( r e a c h i n g  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  n o s e ) .

HEAD

B.  Rousset  :  the  Ar to i s  Hound has  f lews ,  wh ich 

makes  the end o f  the  muzz le  appears  wel l  square-

shaped;  wh i le  the Anglo-F rench has  s ign i f icant ly 

dr ie r  l ips .

B .  Rousset  :  w ide ear  se t ,  f la t  ear  f lap and 

wel l - rounded at  the  t ip ,  a re  impor tant 

typ ic i ty  c r i te r ia

B .  Rousset :  «  the  head o f  the  Ar to i s  Hound i s  very  character i s t ic  o f  the  breed;  i t  shou ld  not 

look l ike  a  ‘ ’bad’ ’  Medium-s ized Anglo-F rench Hound.  I t  i s  mass ive ,  wel l  rounded,  w i th  a 

not  very  long muzz le ,  a  broad sku l l ,  a  f la t  ear .  By  compar i son,  the  Anglo-F rench Hound has 

a  nar rower  sku l l ,  the  length  o f  the  sku l l  equals  the  length  o f  the  muzz le ,  the  ear  se t  i s  lower 

and th inner ,  the  ear  f lap i s  s l ight ly  tw is ted.
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c o m e m n t e d  s t a n d a r d

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

NECK
•  M o d e r a t e l y  l o n g ,  p o w e r f u l ;  v e r y  l i t t l e  d e w l a p .

B.  Rousset  :  the  wel l - rounded r ibs ,  the  deep ches t ,  the 

moderate ly  long neck,  a re  impor tant  character i s t ics 

par tak ing o f  the  fa i r ly  mass ive  aspect  o f  the  Ar to i s 

Hound.

BODY
•  B a c k  :  b r o a d  a n d  w e l l  s u p p o r t e d . 

•  L o i n  :  s l i g h t l y  a r c h e d

•  C h e s t  :  b r o a d  a n d  l o n g ,  r a t h e r  l e t  d o w n  s o  t h a t  t h e  s t e r n a l  l i n e 

         a r r i v e s  a t  e l b o w  l e v e l .  R i b s  w e l l  s p r u n g .

•  B e l l y  :  f l a n k s  f u l l

B.  Rousset  :  the  F rench word to  des ignate  the ha i r s  on 

the t ip  o f  the  ta i l ,  “ép iée” ,  o r  “esp iée” ,  i s  an  o ld  te rm 

of  venery  meaning that  the  ha i r s  a t  the  o f  the  ta i l  a re 

longer  and fo rm l ike  the beard o f  a  gra in  ear .  I t  i s 

found in  the t reat i se  o f  venery  by Jacques  du Fou i l loux 

in  1561 .

TAIL
•  S t r o n g ,  q u i t e  l o n g ;  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  s o m e  l o n g e r  a n d  c o a r s e r, 

          s l i g h t l y  o f f s t a n d i n g  h a i r s  ( l i k e  e a r s  o f  g r a i n )  t o w a r d s  t h e  t i p ; 

          n e v e r  f a l l i n g  f o r w a r d .
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c o m e m n t e d  s t a n d a r d

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

LIMBS

B.  Rousset  :  in  accordance wi th  th i s  typ ica l ,  re la t ive ly 

heavy morphology o f  the  Ar to i s  Hound,  i t  mus t  have fa i r ly 

s t rong bones ,  w i th  a  round sect ion .  The hock must  be wel l 

bent  and the shou lder  wel l  ob l ique.

F o r e q u a r t e r s

•  S t r o n g  a n d  v e r t i c a l .

•  S h o u l d e r s :  o b l i q u e  a n d  m u s c l e d . 

•  E l b o w s :  s e t  w e l l  i n  t h e  a x i s  o f  t h e  b o d y . 

H i n d q u a r t e r s

•  S e e n  f r o m  b e h i n d ,  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  b u t t o c k ,  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  l e g , 

         t h e  h o c k ,  t h e  m e t a t a r s a l  a n d  t h e  f o o t  a r e  o n  t h e  s a m e  v e r t i c a l  l i n e .

•  U p p e r  t h i g h s :  l e t  d o w n  a n d  w e l l  m u s c l e d .

•  H o c k  j o i n t s :  s t r o n g  a n d  m o d e r a t e l y  a n g u l a t e d

F e e t s

•  S l i g h t l y  e l o n g a t e d ,  s t r o n g  b u t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t i g h t .
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B.  Rousset  :  the  feet  a re  t ight ,  in  “cat  feet” . 

Sp lay  feet  a re  a  ser ious  defect .
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S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

B.  Rousset  :  the  sk in  o f  the  Ar to i s  Hound i s  on ly 

moderate ly  loose,  un l ike  a  hound f rom the South  o f 

F rance,  fo r  example.  That ’ s  why he has  very  l i t t le 

dewlap.

B .  Rousset  :  the  dress  must  a lways  be t r ico lor .  On 

severa l  occas ions  in  my career  as  a  judge,  I  have seen 

whi te  and orange subjects  appear ,  wh ich some have 

t r ied to  impose.  But  un l ike  the Ar tes ien  Basset ,  th i s 

d ress  i s  not  typ ica l  o f  the  Ar to i s  Hound,  and cannot  be 

conf i rmed.  Somet imes  at  b i r th  i t  i s  be l ieved that  some 

puppies  are  whi te  and orange,  but  the  badger  ha i r 

appears  a f te r

GAIT/MOVEMENT
•  E v e n  a n d  e a s y .

SKIN
•  Q u i t e  t h i c k .

COAT
•  H a i r :  S h o r t ,  t h i c k  a n d  q u i t e  f l a t .

•  C o l o u r :  d a r k  f a w n  t r i c o l o u r,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  c o a t  o f  t h e  h a r e  o r  t h e  

 b a d g e r,  w i t h  m a n t l e  o r  l a r g e  p a t c h e s ,  t h e  h e a d  u s u a l l y  f a w n ,  s o m e t i m e s 

w i t h  b l a c k  o v e r l a y . 
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c o m e m n t e d  s t a n d a r d

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

B.  Rousset  :  we are  work ing to  modi fy  the s tandard s i ze 

cr i te r ion .  Because nowadays ,  w i th  the to le rance o f  1  cm, 

which in  fact  o f ten  becomes 2  cm,  we end up wi th  cer ta in 

subjects  a t  60  cm.  But  f rom 58  cm,  the dog i s  not  wel l 

p ropor t ioned,  the  he ight  f rom the ground to  the ches t  too 

impor tant . 

HEIGHT AND WEIGHT
•  M a l e s  a n d  f e m a l e s :  5 3  t o  5 8 c m ,  w i t h  a  t o l e r a n c e  o f  1  c m .

The ideal  s i ze  i s  52  to  56  cm for  the  male ,  48  to  53  cm 

for  the  female .  I t ’ s  per fect ly  enough to  hunt  every th ing, 

w i th  the typ ica l  speed o f  the  breed.  A  la rge s i ze  i s 

there fore  not  to  be sought .  The B r iquet  s i ze  must  be 

respected. 

•  O n  a v e r a g e  2 8  t o  3 0  k g .
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c o m e m n t e d  s t a n d a r d

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

•  N a r r o w  s k u l l ,  d o m e  s h a p e d . 

•  M u z z l e  t o o  p o i n t e d . 

•  U p p e r  l i p  i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  l e t  d o w n  a n d  t i g h t .

•  C o n j u n c t i v a  v i s i b l e . 

•  E a r s  s e t  b e l o w  e y e  l e v e l ,  s h o r t ,  n o t  f l a t  e n o u g h .

•  L o n g  r e a c h  o f  n e c k .

•  D o r s a l  r e g i o n  t o o  l o n g ,  t o p l i n e  s o f t ,  h o l l o w 

•  R i b s  f l a t . 

•  W h i p p e t y  f l a n k s .

•  Ta i l  t o o  l o n g ,  d e v i a t e d . 

•  F l a t  f e e t .

•  To e s  s p l a y e d ,  t o o  l o n g .

•  H o c k s  s t r a i g h t ,  e i t h e r  c o w - h o c k e d  o r  b a r r e l - s h a p e d . 

•  C o l o u r :  m o t t l e d .

FAULTS : 
SOME IMPORTANTS POINTS
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B.  Rousset  :  i f  the  mot t led spots  a re  ra re ,  the  dog i s 

conf i rmable ,  not  conf i rmable  i f  they are  numerous .  The 

mot t led spots  on  whi te  coat  i s  indeed to  be re jected; 

i t  may be the consequences  o f  another  b lood in fused 

in to  the breed,  such as  Gascony B lue;  wh ich i s  there fore 

accompanied a lso  by a  noncompl iant  ear .

ELIMINATING FAULTS :

•  A g g r e s s i v e  o r  o v e r l y  s h y  d o g s

B.  Rousset  :  the  Ar to i s  Hound re ta ins  an excel lent 

character ,  ca lm,  very  a t tached to  h i s  master ,  not 

pugnacious  and wi th  a  very  good pack menta l i ty ,  f ine 

nose,  and demonst ra t ing on the ground that  desp i te  the 

v ic i ss i tudes  which made i t  necessary  to  rebu i ld ,  th i s 

Ar tes ian and P icard b lood had so  s t rong qual i t ies  that 

they were fu l ly  found.

•  U n d e r -  o r  o v e r s h o t  m o u t h . 

•  E y e  v e r y  l i g h t .

•  W e a k  l i m b s .

•  D i s t i n c t l y  m o t t l e d .



S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s

S o c i é t é  C e n t r a l e  C a n i n e

.  S t a n d a r d  a n d  c o m m e n t s  .

THE ARTOIS HOUND


